Saunitation.

Wegisintibe Assembly,

Lucsday, 27th August, 1895,

Sanitation owtside municipal bowndaries—Appoint-
went of elegraph  Messenger,  Roekingham—
Estunates 18956; further considerd in com-
uitlee—Public Heolth Aet Further Anendmeat
Bl : first reading— ddjonrwment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.
PrAYERS.
APPIOINTMENT OF TELEGRAPH MES-
SENGER, R)UKINGITAM.

{27 Auveust, 1895.]

Mi. SOLOMON, in accordance with notice,

asked the Prewicr, whether, having in view |

the inconvenience caused to the inhubitants
and setilers of Rockingham, in consequence of
the nbsence from his office of the postwastor
aod  telegraph operator through delivering
messages, u wessengor could nol be appuinted
to assisl him,

Tue FREMIER (Hon. 8Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that enqairies were being wade in regard
to the mustter.

SANITATION QUTSIDE PUNICIPAL
BOUNDARILS,

Me. MOBAN, with leave, wilhout notice,
asked the Premicr whether the Goverument
were comsidering the question of zanitution,
outside the houndarvies of the Coelgardic
wunicipatity, us requested by that municipsl
Lody ?

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) swid |

the Government buad uwlrendy taken all the
steps they were empowered to take in regnrd
to this matter, The police had been instruct-
od to assist the iounicipalities and the Roads
Bourds in every pessible way to carry out the
power which they pessessed under the Act. He
baolieved there woes no law ut present by which
sanitary arrangewmenta could be controtled, in
respect of Crown Lands, outside mun:cipalties
other than under the power given to the
Rouda Boards and the police; and, as hie had
wlready said, the Governwent had given in-
sbructions tu the police tv aasist the Roads
Bourds in every way possible. He noticed
that the hon. member for the Greenvugh had
a Bill on the table of the House dewling with
vhis subjeet of sunitation, and giving extended
powers to municipalities fordeailng with lands
aurrounding, but outside, their 1nunicipal
boundaries ; and, if that Bill became law, of
course the necessary legal authority would be
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provided to enuble the municipalities to deal
with this matter themsclves, He could nssure
the hon. member that the Government,
through their ngents, were most anxious and
willing, to do everything they could to assist
the Municipal Councils in inaintaining, not
only their towns, but alao the waste lands
surrounding their towns, in as sanitary a con-
dition us possible.

ESTISATES, 1895-6.

Defences, £11,733 15. 4d. (Debate resumed.)

Me. R. F. SHOLL, recferving to the item
" Field Day Expcnses and State Ceremonisl
£2,856,” wskel whether the * Minister for
Wor” would give the committee some infor:
mation ns to why this item had been increased
from £200 (the nmount voted lest year) to
£2,856.

Ture PRUMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) saidhe

¢ hud slready, the othor evening, informed the

commitice why this amoeunt had beenincreased.
It wus now proposed to pay the Volunteers for
attending certuin parades ordered by the
Commandant, In sdditicn to the ordinary
parades it was considered negessary Lo have
other purades, and it was proposed to pay the
men u little more than herctofore for abtend-
ing purades. Last year, ae hon. members were
aware, u proposal was muade to huve a paid
force, o unlitia, in lieu of the Volunteers ; but
the propaoanl did not neet with much approval,
the general opinion being that the Volunteer
system should coutinue in existence, Person-
ally, he had been in favor of that view all
along. He thought thut the establishment of
a paid force would be a death-Dlow to tho
Voluntecr twovement us it was generally
understood. In order to encourage that
movement, snd to make it more populnr, it
wad now proposed to give a little more cow-
pensution to Volunteers who attended these
parades, ordered by the Comauandent; and
this was the reason why this vote had bcen
increased. At preseat it was very diflicalt to
get men to uattend parades in the day time;
they could not afford to lose their time, unless
they reccived some compensation ; wnd the
result was that most of the parudes were now
beld in theevening., That was all very well
in summer time, but thero woere obvious
disadvantages in having all parudes held in
the evening., For his own part he thought
this was & move in the right direction, if they
wighed to encourage the Volunteer movement
He believed it would work well ; at any rate,
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they might give it a trial. They could easily
find out hy the end of the year whether it
was working satisfactorily or not, and whether
it had the effect of encouraging and stimulat-
ing the Volunteer movement. If it did so, he
was sure that members would be glad to con-
tinve the vote.

Mr. LEAKE : Will the system be applied fo
country corps as well as to those at Perth and
Fremantle?

Tue PREMIER : Yes.

Me. BR. F. SHOLL referring to the item
“ TIncidental Expeases (including travelling
expenses ¢of Commandant and Volunteers)
£400, > asked why this item had been iperens-
ed from £350 to £400, and why the Staff-
Adjutant’s travelling allowance should he
provided for separately under another item.

'ue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the Staff-Adjutant’s travelling allowance (£50)
was a fixed sum, and might be regarded as
part of his salary, The other item ecame
under the head of incidental expenses, aud he
might add that it included £100 passage
money for the new Commandunt.

Vote put and passed.

Central Board of Health, £394:

Put and passed.

Troasury, £4,984 ;

Mza. GEQRGE askad for some explanation
as to the item * Paywaster, Imperial Accounts,
£100, ¥ which appeared to Le a new item.

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said he
was glad the hon. members had called atten-
tion to the item, ns it afforded him an oppor-
tunity of explaining it. The arrangements be-
tween the Imperial and the Colonial Govern-
ments in respect of the payment of Imperinl
accounts, was that the local Government paid
all the accounts due from the Imperial Govern-
ment, in respect of Imperial pensions, both
civil and military, and also in respect of the
contributions of the Imperial Government
towards the colonial magistracy and the
police. In fact, all claims connected with the
Tmperial Government were paid by the
Colonial I'reasury ; and we received from the
Imperial Government a commission of 3 per

cent. for doing their business. Up to the |

time there wns a change of Constitution, this
3 per cent. was put aside, and was not shown
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in the public acconnts of the colony at all. It

wase set aside for the purpose of meeting the
expenditure incurred in connection with the
payment of the [wperinl accounts; and any
surplus wasa allowed to accumulate. Upon the
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change of the Constitution, when he took over
the Treasury, he gave directions that from
that date all the expenditure in connection
with this 3 per cent. should be shown on the
Estimates of the colony, and that ail the
receipte under the same herd should be carried
to the credit of the colony, which, he thougbt,
was putting the thing on n proper bngis. On
the 21st December, 1891, these fresh arrange-
ments were carried inte effect.  On that date
there wasa sum of £151 12s. 44. standing to the
credit of the Nnperial account, which amount
was transferred to the revenue of the colony.
The accumulated commission received from
that date to the end of 1884 wmwounted to
£935 Gs. 3d., and the expenditure in connec-
tion therewith amounted to £668; so that
there hud been a saving of £418 9s. 7d., which
hzd been earried to the credit of the reveuue.
The puyment of all these Imperial accounts
entailed a good deal of work on the Treasury ;
and the Under-Treasurer, upon whom the
whole of the responsibility and most of the
work devolved, had wade repeated applications
to him in regard to getting something for
doing this work. He (the Premier) had always
resigted this application up to the present time;
but, on the present occasion, and as there
appenred to be £41891. 7d., to the credit of the
fund, he thonght he could not well refuse fo
give the Under-Treasurer something for doing
thia work. He had, however, pointed out to
him—and he hoped the Under - Treasurer
thoroughly understood it—that this payment
of £100 a year to him as paymaster wounld only
be continued so long as there remained any
funds to the credit of this particular vote. He
did not suppose the colony wanted to make
any profit out of these tramsactions with the
Imperial Government. We were quite willing
to assist the Tmperial Governmentso far as wo
could, so long ns it was not at the expense of
the colony. During the last four years we had
made a distinct profit, of over £100 a year out
of these transactions ; and, for that reason, the
Government had at last agreed to place this
item on the Estimates. He might add that
the officer who was to receive this amount as
paymaster was a most exemplary and deserv-
ing officer, and he (the Premier) did not think
he was too well paid.  There were a few men
in the service—he thounght he might count
them on the fingers of ome hand—who by
reason not only of their long service, but also
of the very great responsibility devolving upon
them, men whose integrity was beyond question
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—there were o few such men who were really
most deserving of comsideration ; and this
officer was one of them. He was entrasted with
a tremendous amount of responsibility, having
the management and control of the accounts
of the colony, and the receipt and custedy of
the moneys of the colony; and, if there was
one officer in the service deserving of consider.
ation it wns this officer. These were the
reasons which acgtuated the Government, after
some covsideration, in placing this amount on
the Estimates, to be paid oat of this Imperial
fund. No doubt it would be eaid by some
wembers that this item having once founda
place on the Hstimates would always remain
there, ‘That might Ybe so; ot any rate, at the
present time, 1t was not on the Estimates 2s a
permanent appropriation, but was placed
under the heading of *fSalaries, Provisional
und Temporary ' ; and it was understood that
the awount wag to be paid only out of the
profits we made out of the Imperial Govern-
ment.

Mz, GEORGE said he had nnides when he
asked & question about this item that it would
have entailed such a long explanstion. But,
now that they had got the explanation, was it
not rather & back-handed way of giving this
particular officer, who had been referred by
the Premier in such eulogistic terms, an
increase of salary ? He did not in any way
want to raise the question of whether the
Under-Treasurer, why mow received £600 a

year, was well paid or properly paid. Hemight’

be worth £1,000 a year for aught he knew ;
but what he objected to was the roundahout
way of increasing an officer'ssalary. He would
have much sooner have seen the salary raised
to £700 or £800, etraight sway, rather than
giving him an increase in this back-handed
sort of way. He very much donbted, once
this itemn appeared on the Eatimates, whether
they would be cver able to get it off agnin,
He did not wish to take the extreme step of
moving to strike it out, but he did think the
incrense of salary to thiz officer might have
taken a different form.

Mgz. B. F. SHOLL said, if the-hou. member
for the Murray had not called attention to
this item, the Premier would have allowed it
to slip throngh without a word of explanation,
He intended to move that the item be struck
out, because he noticed a lot of extra clerical
asaistance and extra clerks provided in con-
nection with this department. Apart from
that, this method of increasing nn officer’s
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salary was a wrong principle to go upon
altogéther. It was an under-handed sort of
way of increasing an officer’s satary. They
all knew that once an item like Lhis appeared
on the Estimates it would remain there. He
was aware thatthis particularoficer, wagagood
officer, and a very old officer ; but the principle
upon which it was proposed to supplement, his
salary wag an objectionable one; and for that
veason, he moved that the item be atruck
out.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest), reply-
ing towhat the hon. member for the Gascoyne
had said about the increass in the namber of
officers in the Treasury Deportment, said the
hon. member’s remarks were altogether un-
aeserving. There were only three new clerks,
at £110 each, which he did not think was ox-
travagent, considering that the husiness of
the country had increased threefold of late.
at any rate there wns no department in the
service where 50 many juniors were emnployed ;
becamss the TUnder-Treasurer believed he
could get better service by bringing in youths
and young men and training thewn himself,
rather than bringing in officers who had been
frained elsewhere. He (the Premier) believed
this system waa one that had worked very suc-
cessfully up to the present time. e kmew
from experienge, that there were some
most efficient officers in the department,—who
did not get very high pay either. The Under-
Treasurer had performed these dnties of pay-
master daring the last four or five years for
nothing. It might be said they were not
extra. duties. At the same time it must be
borne in mind that the ¢olony was making
mouney out of these transactions between the
Imperial Government and ourselves; and he
did not think it conld he fairly said that the
officer who was responsible for conducting
and managing these transaction: waa oot en-
titled to some portion of the profits which the
colony was making out of them. Should there
be no Imperial funds available, the item could
not appear on the Egtimates in this form. Ee
had made no promise to the officer in
question in regard to an inerease of salary.
The amount recaived as commission from the
Imperial Government was pretty regular, and,
for the last four or five years, as he kad al-
ready said, it bad amounted to more than the
emolument proposed to be given to the Under-
Treasurer. Under tae circumstances, hehoped
the hon, member wonld not press his wmotion
to strike out the item.
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Me. ILLINGWORTH said they had already
increased the salury of the head of one depari-
ment to £700, and they were now practically
asked to do the same thing for another head of
o department; and the question that weighed
with him was whethor the salaries of the re-
wnuiping heads of department were to be gimi-
larly raised, and, if not, why not? Tt appeared
to him that if these genfleman were worthy of
these advances in their salaries, they should be
ull served alike. Ho did not see any reason
why the Comwissioner of Police and the Under-
Trewsurer alone should have their salaries
rinsed to £700, while other beads of depurt-
ments only recsived £500. Thie item wasg
clearly an indication that the Government pro-
posed to raise this officer’s salury to £700, und,
once they did ruise it, it was not likely it
would ever Lo reduced again to £600, although
this Imperial fund should disappear. They
might depend upon it the money would be
provided from gome other source. He did not
suppose for a moment that the Under-
Treasurer did all this work himself, and why
should he receive all the benefit of it? He
should like to aak the Premier whether it wus
proposed to make the same increase in the
salaries of olher heads of departiwents?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sic J. Forrest) said
the Government did not at present: propose to
make any increases others than what appeared
on the Estimates.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he had no wish to
press his nmendinent vo strike out the item.

Amendment withdrawn,

Vole put and passed.

London Agency, £3,200:
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was suggested on Lhat occasion that weoshould
send someone Home to fill this pusition who was
aw courant with the present condilions of the
country. He wished to know whether the
Government could now give the House and
the country some reason Jor their re-nppointing
the same Agent-General again, and whether
they would inform the liouse for how long
he had been re-uppuinted.

Tue PREMIER (ifon. Sir J. Furrest) re-
gretted that, through an oversight on his part
he had not already furnished the IHoyuse with
the information usked for. 'I'he Government
had decided to extend the term of office of the
present Agent-Generul, Sir Malcolm Fraser,
uotil the 22nd April, 1897. As wembers wero
aware, Sir Malcelm Fraser had been Agent-
General for this  coluny for  thies
years, ended the 22nd April lust; and the
Government then extended his term of office to
thel6th August this year; and, wheu that itme

i arrived, theGovernmentthiught, taking every-

thing into considertion, thak the best thing
they counld do would be to extoad Sir Malecolm
Froger's term ol of office until April, 1897, Ly
which time he will heve becn five years in oftice
He did vot know whether the House wanted
any any reason for the action of the Govern-
ment in this matter, he could unly repeat that
the Government, taking all the circumstances
mto consideration, thought they could not do
belter than what they hiul done in the matter.
Sofar as he (the Preinier) was concerned, he

. could say this: he had ne fault whatever to find

with the present Agent-Geperal a8 to the way

. in which he had conducted the business of the

Mze. ILLINGWORTH wished to know if the -

Premier could give the House any inforwation
with reference to the re-appointment of the
Agent-General. He thought the Housc on a
former occasion hnd expressed a distinct opin-
ion that it was wudesirable to continue the
same Agent-Genernl in ofiice for a long term
of years, and that it was desirable there
should be a chauge every few yeurs. That wus
a view which the House had distinctiy ex-
pressed, when dealing with the Agent-General
Bill the other day. [The Psemize: [ don's
think so.] He hod a fairly geod wemory, and
he had a distinet recollection tont during the
debate upon that Bill—and Hensard wounld
bear him out—there was a very distinet do-
claration of opinion that the officc of Agent.

country, in London, In fact, hehad nothing
but pruise to pgive the Agent-Generul in this
respect. He had carried cut his instructions
fuithfully, and he had managed the finuncial
business of the country, in Londen, in a satis.
factory way, and the Government thought it
would not be acting unwisely, in the interesks
of the coleny, in extending Sir Malcoln
Fraser’s term sf oftice nntil 1697, Hedid not

" suppose for one mument thal whatever Govern-

General should not be continued year after :

year in the persen of the sawe individual. 1

ment might Le in office in 1897 wonld be likely
tofurtherextont 6heterm of oftice of the present
Agent-General unless sumething happened that
cvould not bu forescen ut preseut. By that tiwe,
as he hadalremdy said, t hepresent A gent-tieneral
will hnve been in office five years, and po donbt
it would be the dusire of the colony that a new
Agent-Generul should Bbe appuvinted. But
taking all the eircunistances inte cunsideration
the Governwent telt they could do nothing
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better, in the interests of the colony, than ex-
tend the term of office of Sir Malcoln Fruser
us he had already stated.

Mk. R. F. SHOLL hoped the Goverowent
wonld instruct the Agent-General that he was
not to buve anything to do with gold trining
companice.

THE PREMIER : That has niready been done.

Mr, LEAKE regrettel thut the Govern-
ment had not made ap their minds hefore now
us to what they propose deing in regard to
the Agent-Generalship. He regreited they
had not done so when the Agent-Genernl
Bill was before the House. It was important
that the House, when dealing with thut Bill,
should bave mown what the intentions of the
Government were, hecnuse the House had
then to consider whether 1t would be vight to
limit the term of office of the Agent-Gencral,
and whether an Agent-General gshould have
the right of re-appointment atall. For his
own part he had been ander the impression,
when discussing that Bill, that another Agenc-
Geuernl was going to be appointed, and thut
there was not no necesgity under the circuwn-
stances for him to force the opinion he keld
on the subject of the ve-appointment of Agents-
General upon the Honse, or to test the opinion
of the House, by a division. Moembers were
aware thal it was contemplated ut one time
that Sir Willinin Robinson should be appoint-
od Agent-General; but when the Bill was
under discussion, it was uncertuin whether Sir
Willigiu Robinson wounld accept the sppoint-
ment. 1t was also felt that there weve other
gentlemen in the colony well fitted for the
position of Ageut General, and he thought it
was a pity that this office should con-
tinue to be represented by one and the
sawe individual for so lovg a tiwme. [twas
useless, of course to attempt to do anything in
the matter now, because the nppointmeat had
been filled up, and it wag no use beating the
uir. But he sincerely trusted that the Gov.
ernmwent wonld not extund the term of office
of the Agent-General in future as they bad
dong in the past, Lub let anew mau beap.

puinted, He urged that strongly upoun the .

cunsiderntion of jncmbers. Ho thought ib
was a gread pity, considering the great ad-
vanca the colony hiad wade during the last
two ot three yeurs, that we should not have
fresh blood and fresh representstionin London,
in the persen of the Agent-Gencral.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest,) re-
furring to the charge of reticenve on the part
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of the Government when the Agent-General
Bill was before the House, said he did not ex-
actly remember what wus said on that occas-
ion ; but he might atonce say now—if he did
not say 8o when the Bill was under discnssion
—that the Governwent were then in treaty
with 8ir William Robinson with regard to
this office, and the Government at that time
did not intend to re-appoint Hir Mulcolm
Fraser, who bnd been told somemonths pre-
viously that the Government could not pro-
mise to re-nppoint him. He might say that
ever since Sir Mulcoln Fraser had been in
office he had had no security of tenure as re-
pards the office ; he waa appointed Arat for one
year,and then for another yewr, and sui-
sequently fora few monthe longer;and the
Government now felt it was due to him that
he should havesome little better security of
tenure, He might also point out too—although
he did not wish to labor the point—that
under the arrangewent with Sir Malcolm
Fraser, the colony was saving £700 & year ;
and, undey nll the circumstances, he ¢ould not
gee thut the Government could have done
better than re-uppoint this gentleman, as he
had alveady wmentioned. He did not know
what the hon. member for Albany’s idea was
us to the duties of an Agent-General, but his
own idean waa that the duty of the Agent-
General was to faithfully carry out the in-
structions of his Government and do his hest
to vepresent the coleny in Londun. They did
not wont an Agent-General to be too active,
on his own account, or to be too ready to act
upon his own responsibility. It was hetter to
have a safe wan, who could be relied upon to
do what he was told. The result of the pre-
sent arrangement had been very satisfactory
gofur. The Agent-Goneral had successfully
carried out some very difficult negotiations in
which this colony was interested, particularly
the agreement with the Midland Raiiway
Cowpnny, which was well and thoroughly
carried out, to the ontire satiafaction of the
Goverpment. There were many other trans-
actions of the same kind which the present
Agent-tenernl had carried out faithfully amnd
satisfactorily, under the instructions of the
Government.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said if this gentleman hud
givenso much satisfaction to the Government
and was also saving the colony £700 a year
how was it that they were prepared to throw
him over in favor of Sir William Robinson ?
If they were so well satistied with the present
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Apont-General a3 the Premier eaid they were,
it seemed somewhat nngracions on their part
to be prepared to throw over thisgood and
faithful servant to make room for another
gentleman,

Vote put and passed.

Cusboms, £17,145 :

Mr. MORAN thought this was the proper
time to bring under the notice of the House
somematbers connected with the system which
prevailed in the Customs Department in deal-
ing with the valuation of articles passed
through the Castoms. It appeared that, under
the Act, the Collector of Customs had the right
to set his own valuation upon goods imported
into the c¢onlony,—a provision that was pro-
bably putin the Actin order to, check people
who might bo disposed to declare goods im-
ported from tho other colonies at about omne
half or cne guarter their value, with the view
of defranding the revenue. But ha (Mr, Moran)
had documenta to show that this powar was in
some cases abused. He had o communication
from o gentleman ot Southern Cross who had
oteasion to import some buckboard buggies
into the colony for prospecting purposes, and
perhaps he could not do better than read the
letter for the information of the House. It
was addressed to him, and was a8 follows :

“ Southern Cross,
“ August 19th, 1895.

“ Dear Sim—

* & * [}

* T venture to bring before you an unjust
«and tyrannical act commwitted by the Col-
“lector of Customs at Fremantie. George
« Kiss, of Sydney, has heen advertising in the
 in the Sydney Meil, the Town and Country
« Journal, and other papers, all this year, and
“up to date (copy of ndvertisement herewith),
“ buckboard buggiea at £11 10s, each. I
“ bought two for £22, aa they both went into
“ ope packing case. As a proof that this price
“ ig not unusally low, I may state that three
© years ago, I bought two similar buggies
* from Jewell, Davis & Co., of Sydney, for the
* 838 money.

“ Now the Collector of Customa at Fre-
* mantle states that the invoice does not fruly
“ represent the value of the goods, and charges
% g further duty on his own valuation, (as per
* warrant No. 2413 and entry herewith.)
“ has been remongtrated with, and has been
“ gshown the advertisements, showing the price
“ at which the buggics are advertised ; but
“ he states ne has the power to put on any
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* valualion he pleases, and he refuses to make
“arefund. If he really has this power, it is
“ one that no man should have in a frec
'" country.

“Let meassure you I have not written
* this from perscnal motives, as the awount
“ involved is neither here nor there. It is the
“ principle involved which I look at ; and the
“ sooner such arbitrury powers are checked
* by the Huuse the better, unless the Cow-
“ miesioner of Customs taokes his subordinate
“ in hand.

“ I o using these bugpies with my pros-
* pecting parties, and you will admit that a
* 20 por cent. duty is quite sufficient, without
“ an ingreased value, evolved from the fertilo
“ train of u Cellector, being placed upon your
“ goods,

“ I have, etc.,
«J, H. Stusss.

* C. J. Moran, Eaq., M.L. A"

When he (Mr. Moran) received that letter he
was rather astonished, and he ithought it dis-
closed a atate of affairs which might fairly be
regarded as upjust. Herc ware these buggies
advertised for gale in the Sydney newspapers
at £11 10s,, and yet the Collector of Castomns
refused to accept that valuation, but insisted
upon putting his own va'nstion upon them
{£3 wore than the advertised price), which
wag a gross injustice. If it had been a case
of an attempt to defraud the roveaue, it
would have been another thing ; but the val-
idity of the invoice, and the actual price of
the buggies, could not be questioned in this
inetance.

Mg. GEORGE said ke kmew that the class
of buggies referred to could be purchased in
Sydney at the price stated. He did not think
it was clearly understood hy the Customs
authorities themselves upon what basis duties
shonld be charged upon imported articles,
whether the duty should be levied upon the
invoiced price of articles at the place where
they came from, or whether the duty should
be charged upon the cost price plus the ex-
pense of importing them imto the colony.
With regard to the Collector of Customs, he
had had maay transactions through thab
officer’s department, and he must say he had
always found him a fair man and a just man,
If the complaint which the hon. member for .
Yilgarn had thought fit to bring before the
House had been brought to his (Mr. George's)
notice, he wonld hve firat appealed for re-
dress to the Collector of Customs himealf and,
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if he gob no satisfuction From that officer, he
would have brought the matter befora the
Minister, and, if he recrived no satisfaction.

then he would perhaps have brought the
matter before the House.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{Hon. A. R. Richardson) said that strange to
say, that very afternoon in travelling around,
be had heard something about the other side
of this story about imported buggies. He was
agked by 4 man who was concerned in the

manufacture of buggies whether Ministers |

had any cognizance of the way imported
buggies were smuggled into the colony at an
extraordinary low value. He (the Commis-
gioner) replied that he thought we had a
pretty vigilant officer in the Collector of
Customs. “Whether he is vigilant or not,”
was the answer, * these buggies come pouring
in at most ridiculous prices,—at prices which

I am sure they never could have been
made  for.” No  doubt 801G of
these things were bought at bankrupt

auctions in the other colonies, but, it was
rather hard, ne his informant, pointed owt,
upon honest manufacturers here to find them-
gelves 8o very much undersold by thase who
imported bankrupt stocks in the other
colonies, and then intreduced here at such
absurdly low prices, that a 20 per cent. duty
was little or no protection to the Jocal manu-
facturer. His informant told him that his
honest conviction waa that in many instances
the wvalue placed upon these buggies was
absolutely fictitious, and that the invoices
wera in a great measure * cooked.”

Me. ILLINGWORTH did not think there
were many subjects of more importance than
that now before the House, opening up, as it
did, the question of Customs frauds and fiscal
impositions generally; and he should like
to ask the House to give it that serious
consideration which its importance deserved.
They were aware that in other coun-
tries there were constantly arising grave
disputes between importers and the Customs
authorities, and that serious frauds inthe way
of employing fictitious inveices, had been
sheeted home to some of the most respectable
firms. They were also aware that there were
wraufacturing firms who expressed their
reedivess to supply their clients with these
fictitous invoices for the express purpose of
evading the Customs duties. In Melbourne,
even firms who were supposed to be beyond all

{27 Avgust, 1895.]

Fslimates 1895.6, 600
been defrauding the Customs for years by
means of these fietitious invoices. With a
knowledge of these practices which exist in
the commerecial world, it was only right and
proper that the Collector of Customs should
exercise every vigilance. At the same time
they must expect that some discretion as well
a8 vigilance should be exercised. Tt was a
serious thing to throw doubt apeun the accur-
acy of an invoice, casting a reflection as it did
upen the honesty, not only of the exporter,but
also of the importer of the goods. That being
80 the Collector of Custows ought to be very
well satisfied that there was something radi-
cally wrong in an invoice before he placed the
shipper and the importer in the invidious posi-
tion. He wag sure the House would support
the Collector of Cuatoms in all his efforts to

digcover nny deliberate attempts at defraud.

ing the revenue; but the greatest discretion
should be exercised before placing people in
the humiliating position of being  deli-
berately nccused of an attewpt to de-
fraud, when there was really no such inten-
tion. In this instance the hon. member
who brought the matter before the House
had shown the House the very advertisement
in which these bnggies were offered for sale at
the price quoted ; and all that was required to
be done was to see that the articles introduced
were the same as those that were advertised.

Mz, MoraN: That is not disputed by the
Collector.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: Then if the im-
porter of these hugpics placed this advertise-
ment before the Collector of Customs, it wasa
very sorious reflection to cast upon the jm-
porter, and also npon the firm who made out
that invoice, for the Collector to dispute the
value of these good', in the face of such evi-
dence. With refervnce to what had fallen from
the Commissioner of Crown Landa aboat
bankrupt stocks, no doubt prices had Fulleu
80 low in the other colonies that articles of
this kind were often practicully given awuy.
He knew that vehicles, which had cost, in Me}-
bourne, £35, bad been sold under the hammer
for .£5. These vehicles were invoiced at the
auction sale price (£5), and brought into this
colony and passed throngh the Custows with
that value npon them,—which wans enly one-
eeventh the original cost price. He thought
the Collector of Customs should be allowed to
place some reasonable valuation upon such
articles. Atthe same time, he did not think

possible suspicion, had been discovered to have | the Cnstoms anthorities should unnecessarily
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question the invoices ¢f respectable firms,
Another instaneo of reduced value he might
wenticu ag huving come within his own know-
ledire was this: there was lately shipped from
Melbourne to this colony, for £23, and was
now o be seen driving about the streets of
Perth, o handsome cab, with harness complete,
which could not have cost less originally than
£120. Wasitfuir to the manufuciurers in this
colony that such vehicles should be passed
through the Customs at a valuation so
ridiculously below their actual value? He
thought the Guvernment should provide
sume reguiations Ffor fixing a fair and
rewsonable value upon second hund articles
introduced into the colony in this way, und
that ilaporters, instend of paying duty upon
theauctioneer's involces, vepresenting u merely
nomival valae, should be compeled to pay
duty upon a fuir und reasonable valuation.

Mu. LEKAKE thought it would have been
better, if, instead of cansing a discursive dis-
cussion upon the Estimates on the interesting
subject of buckbourd buggies and fictitious in-
voiges,this watter has been made the subject of
a distiuct resoloti on. He did not like to hear
charges made against Government oficers,
like the Collector vECustoms, unless they were
thoroughly wull substantiated ; and he hoped
the hon. mewmber would not press the matter
further upon the House, but would be satisfied
with having drawn the attention of the
responsible Ministurs to the point. Frow his
{Mr. Leuke’s) kvowledge of the Collector of
Custom he theught Mr. Mason was one of the
laeb me s to make any grave mistakes, so far as
the revenue was concerned. Nor did he think
thero had been wmany cowplaints ubout his
unfuirness in fixing values npon ygoods, with
regard tothe vulue of which these might bo a
dispute.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) snid
he had been between four and five years the
Mingister in charge of the Custows Department
iu this colony, aud hedid not recollect a single
inatance in whichan importer had mude any
cotnplaint to him in pegard to the conduct of
the Collector of Customs. It sewned to him
that if the Collector acled harshly or unfairly
in thesc matters, the first thing you wondd ex-
peet people to do would be to write to the
Minister in charge of department, Bat no such
thing had ever vecurred. He was nware that
in many instances the Collector had felt it his
duty to place a lighter value upon some
articlea thaun the iuvoiced wvalue—articles
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probably bought at auction at a very low price
and then shipped into this coleny. Butno
complaints had reached hiw from impovters.
Abont a year ago, owing o certain complaints
that had been made to him by manufacturers
here, us to curringes and buggies being im-
ported into the colony nt o ridiculounsly low
value he wrote to the Collector of Custors on
the subject; and the reply he received from the
Collector was that he was very onreful in re-
gard to this matter, and that in many in.
stances he personally inspected these vehicles.
No doubt, as wus the cuse all over the world,
many attempts were mude here to introduce
goods at ns low o value as possible ; and the
law gove the Collector of Customs power to
objrct to the invoice value placed nupun goods,
if he thought they were uwndervalucd. With
regard to what had fullen from the hon. mem-
ber for Murray as to the principle upon which
duties werc levied, he might suy that the
practice was to charge duty upon the value of
the goods in the country from whence they
were imported; and the freight and other
charges incurred in introducing the goods
into this colony were nolt odded to the
vialue. It scemed to him that if tiis
gentlemun whose ¢use had been brought before
the House by the hon. member for Yilgwn
had any good cause of complaint he shonld
have written in the first instance to the
Minister in charge of the departwent, rather
than to a privute wember, in order to have
hig little grievance ventilated. He bad no
doubt that, if the matter were referved che
Collector of Custons, ¢hut officer would have
very good and sufficient reasous for his action
in the matter.

Mz, R. F. SHOLL failed to see why, if
people purchased articles ut a low price, ab
auction snles, in Melbourne or elsewhere, and
shipped them to this colony at the price they
actually paid for thew,—he failed to see why
the Collector of Customs shounld have a right
to put his own value upon such goods.

Me. MOSSobjected toadiscussion of this kind
involving a charge against a public officer, who
had noopportunity of defending himaelf, heing
raised in this informal way., He had no doubt
himself that the Coliector of Customs had
very good reusons indeed for putting the valoe
he did upon the these buggies. With the
opportunities which existed for committing
frauds upon the revenue, it was only right
aud proper ihat the Collector of Custows
should be arined with very cxtensive puwers,



PEstimates 1895-6.

If an importer did not agree with the value
fixed hy the Colloctor, it was open to have
wn independent valuation.
Collector of Customs was quite
ing for that course io be adopted. 'This
officer, to his mind, endeavored to treat
everybody fairly : nnd if the gentlersan whose
case was ubder discussion could show
that he had suffered amy real bhardship,
his proper course would have been to have
written to the Minister, who was in a mmch
hetter position to investignte the matter than
members of that House possibly could be.

Mr. SOLOMON also thought the hon. mem-
her for Yilgarn had made o mistake in bring-
ing this matter before the House. The Collector
of Castoms, so far as he knew him, had always
shown himseif ready to act fairly, and, in cnses
of dispute, quite willing to have matters amie-
ably nnd equitably settled. They all knew that
fictitious invoices were used, and that some-
times fictitious advertisementa were resortep
to, with thc view of defranding the revenue,
He thought it was very unfair to bring
charges of this kind against a public officer
behind his back.

My, Mopax: What about Mr.
Smith ?

Mr. SOLOMON (continuing) said he com-
sidered the Collector of Customs ns good a man
tor that position as we could get in the colony.
At the same time he thought there were some
apomalies in his department. He considered
that there had not been fair play with regard
to some of the officers of this department.

Mg, CONNOR said he hoped it was not the
mtention of the hon. member for Yilgarn to
discuss the question of the justice, or injus-
tice, of the Collector of Customs; becanse he
(Mr. Connor} believed there was no wore reli-
able officer in the colomy than that gentle-
wan. Instances could easily be cited showing
not only the justice, but the consideration he
had exercised. Whenever a case wus brought
. before the Collector, that was likely to inflict
an injustice upon any one, he was nlwnys
ready to look into it, and adjust it fairly. Ii
would neither be fair nor generous for any
hon. member to cast a slur upon the character
of the Collector of Cnstoms, who was one of

Allison

the moat just and ecfficient officers in the

service.

Mz, WOOD said if the discussion had done
nothing else, it had established the fact that
the Collector of Customs steod very high in
the estimation of hon. members, The case
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that had been bronght forward by the hon,
member for Yilgarn was n apecial one, and
required  special  treatment. What the
importer wns to have done was to have paid
duty on the £22 value, which was evidently a
fair invoice, according to the advertisement
appearing in the New South Wales paper,
produced. The hon. member for Nannine had
referred to 2 case where a hansom cab and
horse ond harness had sold for £23 in Mei-
bourne, and had been imported into thia
colony, though originally costing £150. He
very much doubted whether the Collector
wonld allow sach a thing to come into the
colony npon such a valuution. He knew the
Collector was particularly eareful with
vehicles, nnd furnitore, and other things. The
andeavors to defrnnd the revenue were fear-
ful. Commercial travellers would even sng-
gest to tradespeople that epecial invoices
could he prepared for Cunstows purposes.
T the Collector did sometimesexceed his duty
it wns not to be wondered at in view of the
trickery that wne atlempted to be practiced.
Mz. MORAN, in replying, said he was not
one of those who went crawling down the
backs of civil servants. He repudinted the
charge of the hon. member for North Fre-
mantle that he bhad been maligning the
character of o public servant. He bad simply
rend & letter that he had received from one of
his constitnents, and said nothing at all about
the churactor of the Collector of Customs, or
anyone else. He had always stood up for,
and spoken on behalf of civil servants, and he
considored the lecture the hon. member for
North Frecmantle had given him was nn-
warrantad, in view of the fact that that hon.
member had himself npon a former occasion
attacked a man who was in un even worse
position than the Cellecbor of Customs,
becnuse he was out of fhe ¢olony. People who
Jived in glass honses should not throw stones.
He was nmused with the hon. member for
South Fremantle, who immediately did what
he had denounced in him (Mr. Moran). There
was a principle involved in the matter he had
brought forward, The evidence, too, was
conclasive, and he 4id not doubt but his
object would be attained by the Premier
locking into the matter and making further
enqairies. He would be glid to hear an ex-
preasion of opinion from the Hon. the Premier
upon the purticular case brought forward.
Mz, MOSS said the hon. member for
Yilgarn could anrely not have listened to his



702 Fstimaies 1895-6.
remarks or he would not have come to the
conclusion he had. Al he (Mr. Moss) had
said was thal the proper course was to make
» complaint to the head «f the department,
und, if that did not succeed, to carry it on to
the Minister ut the head of the department,
and after that o bring it before the House.
The hon. mewmber had alluded to something
that wns said during a debate in the earlier
purt of the sussion. He did not consider the
cases were on all fours. [In discuesing thnt
question, he (Mr. Moss) had taken the only
course that was open to him, and when the
oceasion arose ugaie be should tuke a similar
¢ourse. In this matter the course to be
pursued was laid down in Clause 96, and the

following clauses of the Customns Act. He
considered the wrong cours¢ hod been
pursued, and he had ventured to suy so. If

the hon, memlber for Yilgarn weant to in.
ginuate that he was one who crawled down
the backs of civil servauts, he utterly
repudiated it, aud threw it back at the hon.
meinber with ell the force at his command.

Tue CHaiRMAN sBaid he regretted hc had
allowed the words to pass, because he consider-
ed they were highly improper,

My, LOTON suid he wished to have a word
a8 to the fucts that had been placed before
them. He did not intend to refer to the
character of the Collector of Customs, becaunse
that had been sufficiently established, Under
the Custems Act, if an article were imported
and the invoice stated the correct walue, the
Collector was not justified in placing a higher
value upon the article. It was, however, al-
together another matter if the goods were
bought at an anction sale, and brought inut a
low valvation, He submitted it was not
within the province of the Collect r of Cus-
toms under existing regulations: to insert a
higher value than was placed upon a scund
invoice, for any article imported from anyp
piurt of the world, So far as he was able to
form an opinion he considered the natter
brought forward by the hon. wmember for
Yilgarn was based upon a sound and
and genuine invoice. He was satisfied that if
proper representations were made o rebate
would be allowed.

Mg, CONNOR eaid he could not follow
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the argument of the hon. wmember who had |

just gpoken. [n the course of his husiness he
had that day offered for sale o locomotive,
which was valued in the other colonies at
about £1,400, and had got an offer of £5.

|
|

Estimates 1805-6.

If the Honse were to mnke a bard and fust
line for the guidance of the Collector of
Customs how could he treat & case like
that, .

Mg, RANDELL said the Collector had to
take into consideration the ordinary value of
the articles he had  value. There might he
peculiar circumstances in other places that
would lead to articles being exported at very
low prices. He understood those particular
buckboard Luggies wers imported into New
South Wales from Ameriea, and then exported
to this colony. It was » very wise provision
that authorised the Collector of Cuostoms to
fix valunes in cases where he donbted the
genuineness or correciness of the invoices. In
the particular casc referred to, it appenred he
had raised the valuation from £11 to £14, and
he (Mr Randell) comsidered that amount o
fair and reasonable vulnation for the article.
It was perfectly right that the Collector should
have power te protect the revenue of the
colony by placing upon such articles a fair and
reasonable valuntion,

Mr. WOOD zaid he wished to point out
that though those purticular buggies were
evidently bought from an anctioncer, it did
not follow they had boen bought at auction.
‘Fhe public advertisement which was produced
intimated it was a private ssle, und the invoice
declared the sawne thing.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH said hon. members
ought to remewmber that under the Customns
Act, if an importer said his gooda were
properly invoiced, and the Collector wished to
raise the value, if he refused to pay upon the
higher valuation, the Collector could take over
the articles ai a 10 per cent.advance upon the
invoiced price of the articles. If the Luggies
in question were imported at £11 10g, each,
and the importer was not satisfied with the
valuation of the Collector, he had his remedy
uoder the Act. The Collectur of Customs
ought to be supported by the House, and no
word should go forth to discourage him in his -
work. The wmatter ought not to have been
brought before the Hounse.

Mg, MORAN snid he did not suppose that
every importer of n buggy was a lawyer, and
understood the iaw upon the subject. He hnd
only done his duty in bringing the subject
forward, and should write and tell his corres.
pondent that the matter had Leen discussed,
and the general feeling of the House was that
he had been unjustly treated. [How. Mem-
BERE: No, no.]
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Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said if the hon. member for Yilgarn
thought proper to misrepresent the fecling of
the Houge to his constituents, that was his
affair. He did not know the full particnlars
of this case, but it was probable the Collector
of Customs was right, and the particular gen-
tleman in question was wrong. Upon several
occasions he (the Attorney-General) had had
denlings with the Collector, and he had always
found him rexdy with a most convineing rea-
gon for his action. It was desirable that that
digeussion should end, and that the committee
ghould proceed with the Estimates. The only
word he wished to say was, that ueder the
Act, the Collector, in fixing the ed vatorem
duty, had to take the real, fair, market value
of the article. If an article weresold in Mel-
Lourne for £5 that was really worth £100,
that £5 would not be the value that should
be placed upon it when imported into this
colony. The declaration of the inveive stated
that to the best of the belief of the individual
making the deciuration, the value stated was
the real fuir market price of the article, at the
place whence it was shipped, The market
value was taken to e that which was implied
in the 6rdinary and accepted meaning of that
term. The fair market value of a buggy
would be the price yon would have to pay if
you were to have one built to order. If any-
one were dissatisfied with the valuation of the
Collector, the Minister wounld, on appeal, muke
enquiry into the maiter.

Mg, HASSELL said he considered the per-
son in question had been unjustly dealt with,
but the hon. member for Yilgarn had made
n mistake in bringing it first before the House.
He would bave got justice if he had gome to
the Minister presiding over the Custoins De-
partment,

Me. CLARKSON said he gathered from the
remarks of hon. members that some charge
had heen brought against the Collector of
Customs. He had known the Collector for a
good many years, and lLelieved him to be a
thoronghly trustworthy officer. He had
known him in another capacity, and if his
advice there had been followed, the colony
would bave been saved the great blunder in
counection with the Eastern railway,

Mg. MORAN said he had brought forward
no charge against any one, and he was rather

astounded? to hear the hon. member for ! past
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At 6.30 p.m. the Chairman left the chair.

At 7.30 p.m. the Chairman resumed the
chair.

Mr. SOLOMON asked what were the duties
of the Chief Tanding Surveyor, in the Customs
Department.

‘Tre PREMIKR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he was surprised ot tho hon. member asking
such a gucstion, because he must know that
the Chief Landing Surveyor was the principal
outdoor officer of the Customs Depurtwment,
and managed all the ountside work. He was
the chief oxecutive officer under the Collector
of Customs.

Mz. SOLOMON said he underatood when
the officer was firat imported that his duty
waa to re-construct the Customs Departinent,
and also to train the younger members of the
service.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the officer was appointed to his present
position upon the recommendation of Dr.
Wollnsten, who had been over here and knew
the position. The Government felt they
needed an experienced officer as Chief Landing
Surveyor, and as the Collector himself joined
in Dr. Wollaston'’s recommendaticn, the Govw-
eroment wrote to Victoria and secured the
gervices of the present officer, who was at
that timse u refired officer from the Customs
Department of Victoria. He came to this
colony with a splendid reputatiou, and had
made many iwprovemenis at Fremantle, ac-
cording to the testimony of the Collector and
others. There was no doubt but that he had
trained the younger officers, as far as he had
bhad opportunity. Me (the Premier) knew
that the officer in question had had some
dificulty in getting as good a staff as he
would like, and that he had compisined that
be had not better officers than he had. He
wished to have more experienced men, and
with that view liad made recommendations
from time to time that two experienced men
should be ohtained from Victoria. The Col-
lector had also recommended it, and accord-
ingly provision was made on the Estimates.
Hou. members would see that the busincss
of the Customs Departwment had increased
enormously during the last two years, and
special efforts were necessary to cope with it.

© The volame of business was too great for

them to go on, as they had been doing in the
They must bave experienced officers,

Toodyoy speaking so confidently of samething l and the department could not wait until

he bad not heard.

{ young men learped their daty.
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Mg, SOLOMON said he had no complaint
to make against this particular officer, but the
course saggested wounld canse dissatisfaction
within the service. Two officers were to be
brought over from the other side and given
£250 a year, wherenas thore were others in the
service who bad been there a good meny
years, and had not had opportunitips given
them to show what they counld do.

Mg. R. F. SIHOLL said it appeared to him
thatthe Landing Surveyor and Chief Clerk re-
¢cived nodue consideration in the matter of
increnses. They rveceived a £20 advance last
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year, and were veceiving another £20 advance

this. Such o course was caleulated to cause
dissatisfnction within the service where others
were not equally pushed on.
should have information us t: the ilength of
time officers had been in the service, nnd also
as to their efficiency, before advances were
given.

Tas PREMIER (Hou, 8ir J. Forrest) snid
the reasoen for the increase was that the two
officers mentioned held responsible positions.
The increase recommended by the Colloctor
was larger then appeared on the Eatimates, he
had cut it down.

Mg. WOOD said he was sorry to hear Mr.
Knight's advance had been cut down, hecause
he was o faithful officer, and did very good
work.

The Minister

Mg. SOLOMON said he wished to eall -

attention to Item 16 (Statisticul Clerk, £275.)
Tn 1894 the officer received £200 o year. Last

year he was imncreased to £250, and now again |

another advance of £25 was proposed. In
1894 he had one assistant, but this year he
had five.
on the subject.

He asked for further information |

Tur PREMTER (Hon. Sir Jj. Forrest) said -

the Statistical Clerk held a most important
position, and the business in that parficular
branch had very largely incrensed, a3 was
shown Ly the increased number of clerks that
were necessary. He was informed by the
Collector that the clerk in question wae a very
cfficient officer.

Mgz. R. F. SHOLL eaid the officer in guestion
had been undnly pushed on. He bad been in
the gervice, and then left it, and re-entered it
again. He was drawing congiderably more
salary than others who occupied equa'ly im-
portant positions. He moved to reduce the
item by £25, for the reason that he was unduly
pushed on.

Tue PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said .
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be hoped the hon, member wonld:not press his
motion. The officer yeceived an inerense last
year, but he lind not had one for two or three
yeara previously. The Collector hnd stronygly
recommended him for an incrense upon
several occasinms. ‘

Mg, GEORGUE suid he should support the
hon. member for the Gascoyne, not becanse he
koew apything of the particular officer in
question, hut beeause he should like to see the
siatistical hnginess taken out of the Customs
and other departwents, and made into a
separide department of itself, where there
would he a proper officer who understood the
matter thoroughly, There were very many
who only understoud it partially. [‘I'ne Pae-
wmiek: There has heen a great increase in
efficiency in recent years.] In the other colo-
nies they had a Government Statist, who
looked after that one Lusiness entirely. [THE
Premer: He wonld not do this,] He was
seeking information, nnd ghould cersainly sup-
port the amendinent. It appenred all through
the Estimates as though, because the colony
was progressing, they felt they must push on
the salaries. Altogether the increases would
amount to some thousands of pounds. There
had been such things as « Black Thursday”
in Australisn history, and such a thing might
be known in West Australia. He would like
to see a Bill brought in to put the Civil Ser-
vice upoen a proper basis, which would put an
cnd to such nnpleasant tasks as they had to
perform there in the performance of their
duty to the country,

Me. MARMEON said the office of the Statis-
tical Clerk was no doubt an important one,
aud he did not think anyone would imagine a
salary of £275 was too great for the respopsi-
bilities of the position. Tt looked to him as if
the office were fast blossoming into a depart-
ment. In 1833 there wna only the officer him-
gelf and one assistant, whereas now there were
five nssistant clerks, besides what he might
term o manoger. It was true the revenue was
mereasing very largely, and no doubt the work
had increased, toc. He hoped. now the hon.
member for the Gascoyne had dealt with the
principle involved, that he wonld not preas his
amendment, seeing the increase waa so sipall,
He considered there were anomalies im the
Lstimates that only the Collector of Customs
himaelf enuld explain.

Mzr. CLARKSON anid he did not think the
salary proposed wasa large one. He preferred
to see & good man in the position, and pnid
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well, so that the vumhber might then be ve-
duced. He believed smme officers conld do
doulle the work they were doing if they got
bhutter pay.

Ihe ameudment {(to reduge the item by
£25), was put, and o divigion taken, with the
following ramuib ;—

Noca e 12
Ayes .. 10
Majority against ... w1
Nors. Avrs.
Mr. Burt Mr. Connor
Mr. Clarkson Mr. George
Sir J. Forrest Mr. Harper
Mr. Hassell Mr. Houley
dr. Lenke Mr. Loton
Mr. Marmion Mr. Moss
Mr. Richardson Mr. Randell
Mr. ‘Chrossell Me. H. W, Sholl
Mr. Venn Vr. Solomon
Mr. Wood Mr. R. F. Sholl
Mr. SMingworth( Tefler). (Teller).

The amendment was thevefore negatived,

Mgr. GEORGE moved that * Item No. 16
(Statistical Clerk, £275)" be reduced by .£20.
He did so because the hon. members who
voted with the Noes were not in  the House to
hear the discussion.

Tur CHAIRMAN said it was only necessary
for hon, members to henr the question put
from tha Cha r.

Me. GEORGL said the salary of the officer
in question had been increased Ly leaps and
bounds, sc moch ao, that he seemed 6o bhe
tnclked on to the prosperity of the colony. He
was cne of the officers who seemed, to be always
on the up grade. He had had £75 mmerease in
two yenrs.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said that the revenue
of the colony was nearly £600,000 from Cus-
toms nlons, and it gould not be expected that
the statislical work could be done as easily, or
as chenply, as when the revenue was only
£200,000. Tt was unraasonable to expect it.
If the conntry had to have the work done,
then they shounld be willing to honesily pay
for it. They could nol possibly expect the
statistics of a department like that to be taken
for the same salaries ns were paid three yeors
ago. [Me. Moss: They have got five nssis-
tantsnow.] 'I'he gontleman at the head of the
office only had one nssistant to look aftern
while ngo, nnd now he has to take the respon-
sibility of five. The argument to reduce the
amount was preposterouns.

T'ar PREMIER (Hen. Sir J. Forrest) said
the amendment wasg rather amusing.  He did
not think the hon. member meant to he ob.
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atructive, bat the House had already decided
the amount was not to be redoced, and it waa
ot likely to change ita mind. Yerhnps the
hon. member wontd next move a reduction of
£15 and then £10.  Ha appealed to him not to
adopt such tactics.

Mg, RANDELL said he thought the objeet
of the hon. member was to reduce some of the
anomalies that were constantly cropping wp
in the Estimates. Why should one man
receive £50 advance one year and £25 the
uext, and yet other poor unfortunates never
got even £5 ndvance, some of whom eccupied
far more impnrtant positions than the statis-
tical clerk. He had noted an instance, further
on in the Estimates where an officer ocecupying
a far more important position received only a
£10 ndvence. It was the principle adopted
that they nbjected to, and the cnse of the
statistical clerk was n glaring instance of it

Tue PREMIER (Mon. Sir J. Forrest)
said nearly the whole of the items were pre-
pared by the Collector of Cnstome, who koew
more of the pogition than he (the Premier)
did. The figures of the Collector had not
Leen nltered except in the case of one or two
of the higher salaried officers. It was im-
possible for the Minister to criticise every par-
ticular ilem. They had to be left to n large
extent to the Collector of Customs for hie
own department. It had to be remembered
as the hon. member for Nannine had pownted
oul, the colony wns not now what it was &
few yeara ago. The colony was incrensing and
the responsibilities of officers were incrensing,
and in snch a great tevenue producing depart-
ment, if they Jid not have capable and trust-
worthy officers, they might eusily lose by o
cheese poring policy, far more than the in-
creases proposett.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL said the officer in 1893
got £100, [Mr. MarmioN: No, in that year
he got £144.] Then he got £200, and after,
£250, and now it wis preposed to raise bim to
£275. Referving to the remarks of the hon.
member for Nunnine, he pointed out thia
oiticer was not the head of o departent. The
argument of the work having increased had
nothing in it, or else they might argue the
Cowmissioner of P'olice should have £1,500 o
year. The same would apply to the Post-
master (icneral, the Collector of Clustoms, and
others.

''he amendment to reduce Item No. 16
(Statistieal Clerk £275)” hy £20 was then
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put, end division taken, with the following
regult.

Ayes e 11
Noes . I
A tie . v 0
AYES, Nots.
Mr. Counor Mr. Burt
Mr. George Mr. Clarkson
Mr. Harper Sir J. Forrest
Mr. Hooley Mr. Hassell
Mr. Lotou Mr. Illingworth
Mr. Moss Mr. Leake
Mr. Randell Mr. Marmion
Mr. H, W, sholl Mr. Richardson
Btr. R. F. Shoil Mr. Throssell
Mr. Solomon Mr. Wood
Mr. Simpson (L'efler). Mr. Venn (Teller).

‘LUHE CHAIRMAN said, as the numbers were
a tie, he should vote with the Ayes, because he
believed it his duty 2 save the taxpayers.

‘The amendmment to reduce Item 16 by £20
was, therefore, carried,

Mg. CONNOR asked for farther information
as to the Statistical Clerks, who were marked
a8 having previously been under * Salaries,
Provisional and Temporary.” He wanted to
know if they were new officers.

‘Y'ee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
they bad previonsly been paid out of the ilem
for “'l'emporary clerical assistance.” Four
hundred and fifty-seven pounda had been spent
laat year, but only £250 were usked for that
purpose for this year. The officers had been
in the service before, and were now oaly trans-
ferred to the perwanent staffi. ‘I'hey were not
new appointments. .

Mr. CONNOR said he noted there wus asum
of £250 for clerical assistance in addition to
the appointments he referred to.

T'ae PREMIER (Hoo, Sir J. Forrest) said
they always provided for extra clerical assist-
ance, but the amount this year was oot so
largo a8 last year,

Mi. RANDELL said he wished to refer to
Item 22 (“Jerquer, £250"), and asked if the
Government had found an Euglish equivalent
for the name.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
they had -ound that o “ jerquer* was one who
searched a uhip to ascerinin if there were any
concealed or unemtered goods in the ship.

Mr. MARMION said he thought when the
Goverment gave an officer a name of that
description it ought to carry with it a good
salary. He knew the officer in question well.
Ho entered the service in 1873, and_ was the
oldestofficer in the Customs Department at
Frewantle. He was a very good officer, was
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steady and industrious, wnd aa capable 5 man
as they had in the service, For some reason
or otherhe was not now occupying the position
te which he was entitled. He did not agree
with the contention of the Hon. the Prewmier
with regard to importing two landing sur-
veyors at £250 a year, because there were
good and capable officers within the service,
who could fill the position well at a lower
salary. He consmdered such an imporiation
would lead to disorganisation in that particu-
lar branch of the rervice.

Tue CHaleMAN pointed out there would
be other opportunities of speaking on the
guestion of the two new landing surveyors.

Mn. MARMION said by comparison the
jerquer had not been as liberally dealt with us
some other officers. 1If he could have moved
the salary be increased, he would have dome
50. He asked the Treasurer to bear the
officer in mind, and if it were possible in fair-
ness to other officers, to give him & swall in-
crease, particularly as it was intended to
introduce other officers into the sarvice, at the
sume rate as was now proposed to be given to
him. .

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he hud had this officer’s naupe brought under
his notice upon several occasions, and he
thought he hud been very fuirly treated. He
helieved in 1893-4 his salary waa only £195.
[Mz. Marmion: For a long time he was
utterly neglected.] In the following year it
was raised to £220, and now it was raised to
£250. He bad hud an increase nearly every
year gince the present Government had been
1n office. ’

Mg, WOOD said the reason the anlary
had not heen increased as it should have been
was, becanse there had been mno one in the
House o spesk for the jerquer. He knew
him to be o good officer in every veapect, and
thought it was his modesty that had kept him
back. He hoped the Governwent would in
the future see that that particular officer got
justice.

Mz. RANDELL said he was pleased to sce
the proposed increase, because he Lnew the
officer to be one of the most obliging, and one
of the most painstuking in the service. Hedid
not think he had heen treated fairly in the
past. His advances had been very slow,
especially when compared with thoae of other
officers.

ME.SOLOMON said ke did not beliave there
was a better officer in the whole service. He
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wus available night or day. !e was steady
and industrions, and loo%ed after the interests
of the department constantly. e was sorry
the increase was not larger.

Mr. RANDELL asked for further informa-
tion upon Items 23 and 24 (two landing
waiters ut £250 o year), as they appeared to be
new appointwents altegether, and started at
£250 a year.

Tur PREMIER ('{ou. 8ir J. Forreat) said
he had already stated it was proposed to
obtain two experienced officors from Mel-
bourne. They bad not yet been appointed,
und if the House decided not to have them he
helioved the Government was not committed
to unything. He had pointed ont that they
must have some more experienced officers on
account of the volume of business having in-
crensed 8o largely, and these were the appoint-
ments contemplated. He believed he had
gome time ago taken upon himself the re-
gponsibility of anthorising two sach appoint-
menta, but he did not think anything had yet
been done. The information he had before
him went to show the appointments had not
been made, and sthat confirmed his recollection.
There was a tremendous Yot of vevenue coming
through the Custows, nnd they mmst hnve
care and knowledge to cope with it. There
was no more reason why they should not
impert, two experienced landing wait.rs than
there was against them getling Mr. Goodasir
himself, and no one would say they did not do
right in that appointiment. It seemed to him
that great care was being exercised in the
choica, or they would have been appointed
months age. It was evident that two snitable
men were not available at the salary, 1In
view of the fact thal an experienced officer
like Mr. Goodsir recommonded these appoint.
ments, and that he was supported in bis
recommendation by the Collector of Customs,
he (the Premier)} thought the House should
hesitate before it struck out the items.

Me. SOLOMON asked if these gentle-
mwen entered the service at £250 if they
wonld expect to get a yearly increase,
or whether they would be satisfied with
the amount. [TrRe Peemiea: They will
have 0 take their chance, I think.]
It was strange if throughout the service,where
some thousands of officers were employed,they
could not find two gentlemen capable of
filling the positions at £250  year. TIf they
could not find two auch officers within the ser-
vice, who were cupable, it showed there must
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be n great number whe were not to bhe de-
pended upon. He moved that Item 23 (Land.-
ing Waiter, £230) be reduced by £100.

Mr. GEORGE said he wished if he were
in order to move to strike out Item 23 alto-
gether. He thougbt if the item were permit-
ted to puas it wounld be agrave reflection apon
the whole of the Customs Department. The
Department had been established for 50 of
60 years, and had trained numbers of cadets
and had sent them out to different parts of
the colony. Those men hud gone out east
end north and south to do their duty, with a
reasonable expectancy that their merits
would be recognised ; and he for one refused
to helieve they had not men within their own
shorcs who weri capable of filling the posi-
tion. To puss that item would be to take
from mep in the service the reagonable hope
of promotion which they hud & right to ex-
pect. He moved to strike out [tem No, 23
(Landing Wailer, £250).

Tue Caarsmay said that, there being two
motiops before the committes relating to the
snme item, the question was that the item
he struck out, this being the larger question.

e, LOTON said the positien taken by the
hon. member for the Murray was untenable,
for s the committee must assume that the
increase of business required extra landing
waiters, these must Lo obtained from some-
where ; therefore the item should not be
struck out. But, with regard to salary, it did
seem strange that in this department there
were nob junior hands of sufficient experi-
ence, intelligence, and integrity Lo justify their
being moved up, without importing more ex-
pensive officers from another colony.

Tar Premies said he wus assured thaf such
officers were not available here.

Mz. LOTON said if men had to be imported
for this work, at a time when the depression
in other colonies had so much reduced the em.
ployment there, he snbmitted that the newly
impor ted officers should be started with less
salaries than £250 & year. It wasaa injustice
to other officers in the service to import two
additional 'anding waiters at this higher rate
of salary. Immenae numbers of clerks, from
England and elsewhere, could be obtained in
all branches of commercial business ; there-
fore there could be no necessity to pay these
high salaries for new men willing to come
here. The amount now offered wight, at any

| rate, be reduced by £50.

Tre PREMIER (ion. Sir J. Iorrest) said
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he agreed generally with the hon. member’s
view ; but Mr. Goodsir, who had churge of
this work, had complained very inuch that

[ASSEMBLY.].
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bhatter men were required and not available to

azsiat him in the work. To impori landiug
waitors from other colonies wns very much
against his (the Premier’s) inclination ; but
the service was, in fact, being filled from
othor pluces, and even in the Customs
Department probably many of the officera
now in it had not been there very
long. If the head of n departwent recom.
mended A man as being snitable for the parti-
cular work, he {the Premier) did not enyuirve
where the man cawme from, but had to take
him accordingly. Perhaps it would be well
to adopt the suggestion just mnde, and reduoce
these two proposed salaries by £50 each. On
account of the hard times in other colonies,
snitable landing waiters might possibly be
shtained from there for less than £250 n
year.

Mr. GEORGL, after what had fallen from
the Premiar, asked leave to withdray his
motion.

Motion to strike out the item, withdrawn
by lenve,

Mz, Sonomon's prior motion, fo reduce the
item by £100, also, by leave, withdrawn.

Me. LOTON then moved that the mnount
of Item 23 (landing waiter, £250) Le reduced
by £50.

Me. RANDELL said the dovernment had

done quite right in having previously sent to
Victoria for an officer of long experience (Mr.
Goodsir), to be at the head of the Custowns'
branch in thie colony, and any recommendu-
tion which that officer guve, ss toewploying
asstetants, should be treated with every
respect. But, ot the sume time, an effort
shonld be made to fill these positions out of
the present service, ns being better than adopt-
ing the extreme stop of bringing men from
other colonies to fill the higher places here.
Ho could not accept the idea that there was
nat sufficient ability and experience among the
men in the department to fill these positions,

Motion, to raduce the itum by £30, put and
passed.

Mge. LOTON further moved that the amount .

of Ttem 24 (Ilnnding waiter, £250) be reduced
by £50.

Mn. JAMES said that, by pas-ing these
items for employing two additional landing
waiters, he hoped the House would not be
committing iteelf to the obtaining of men

e — — _—
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from other colonies for these positions,
[severan llos. MruBrrs: Nu, no.|

Motion for redunction put and puassed.

Me. BANDELL, referring to Item 25 (land-
ing waiter, £250; last yeur, £130), nsked for
an cxplanation of the incrense.

Tur PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) said
he did not know the reason, other than that
this officer’s narae was A. Patrick, wha wns
reportel to be the best Innding waiter in the
sorvice. 'I'he salury voted last yenr was ounly
£130.

Mu. MA LLMION saygested that the nmouné
might reasonazbly lie nade £200.

ue PREMIFLR suid that would be reason-
able.

Me. WOOD said he understood this ofiicer
had intended to o into business on his own
pcconnt, nnd, Leing i good officer, this increase
of salary which was recommended né the time,
did induce the officer to remain in the scrvice.

The itewn, on the wotion of Mr. MarMioN,
was reduced te £200.

Bir. GEORGE reforring to rtems 27 and 28
{assistant landing waiter, £180 ; last year
£150 ; ditto, snine amounts) said he did not
object: to these increnses, but desived to point
out to the Treasurer that there did not seem
to be muech methnd in the madness of fixing
iliese increnses of salary, because one landing
waiter (item 23}, who had been deseribed =B
the hest in the service, received only £130
lnst year, yet these wuiters {ifems 27 and 28)
received each £150 last year, being £20 more
than was paid to the best mun.  There conld
not have been much husiness management in
{he way these sulurivs were fixed last yeur.

Me. SOLOMON, referring to Item 46 (Cus-
toms detective officer, £144), asked if this

i offirer was a person numed Hopkins,

Tug PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said
thad was so.  Mr. Hopkins had been a member
of Pacliament in South Auslralin, and came

here welt introduced to him (the Premier) and

to other members of the Government. How-
¢ver, in the detective beanch of the Customa,
Alr. Hopkins did nob last long.  In fact, he

: wade himself very disagreceably, and had to

;e got rid of.

Mp. HASSELL, referring to Item 61 (locker
and warehouseman, Albany, £110), nsked why
ghure was not an increase, secing thatin Item
60 (vlerk, Albany, £190, increase £20) a suk-
stantinl increase had been given. The locker
sud warchouseman was o good officer, and it
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was to be hoped an increase of sulary would ! visional and tomporary,” in other parts of +he

e given next year, if not this year.

Mu. CEORGE, reforring to Ttem 66 (Sub-
collegiov of Customs nnd Eevenue, Busselton,
£60 ; increasc £10), asked if this oflicer
appeared in the Estimates under any other
title and received any other salury.

Tur PREMIER said this officer was aldo
clerk 1o the magiatrates at Busselton,

Mg, JAMES said Bunbury had 4 clerk and
landing waiter combined, receiving £80 list
year, and now put down for £100; while at
Busselton there was an assistant landing
waiter, receiving £30 last year, now put down
for £40, snd holding another office for which
he was paid separately. Was it not stupid to
put one man’s salury under several separnte
beads, in the Estimates, instead of  showing
the total amount in one item 7P

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sic J. Fopreat) said
this officer was ulse n policeman, so thut he
filled several odices ut Busselton. T'wo other
policemen at Bunbury performed additional
duties, in the saume wuy.

Me, JAMES aaid if £10 a year was given
to a policeman at Busselton for alse perforin-
ing Customs dulies, would not other pelicemen
at smull ports want exbra paywment in the
same way ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 3ir J. Forrest) said
the landiag waiter and the sub-collector of
Customs at Bussclion were one and the same
person, Mr, Prics, who held three appoint-
menls ot Busselbon, uvamely, clek to the
magistrates, sub-collector of Customs, and
landing waiter. Mr. Prics wos one of the
host officers in the service, and received
altogether about £230 a year.

My, MARMION, referring 6o Item 76
(landing waiter, Esperance Hay, £200; increase
£20), asked whether this officer had much to
do, as the salary was considerable for that
place.

Tue PREMIEE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
this officer had o large and incrensing amount
of Unstoms work to do; so much so that an
nseistant had also been appointed, the other
day.

Mgr. MARMION said he was sucprised and
pleased to heur that stntement.

Mgr. CONNOR,referring to Item 93 (tide-
waiters and lsmd.ing waiters, &c., occasionally
employed, £500; increase, £100; total ex-
pended last year, £1,043 135 6d.), directed at-
tention to the fact that the amouunts already
passed under the heading of * salaries, pro-

Estimates, amonnted to £1,010 ; that £1,475
more was now proposed under this heading,
making » total up to this stage of £3,385, be-
sides the £250 which tho Premier had sug-
gested ; nnd he (Mr. Connor) asked why such
large nmounts of u merely provimonal! and
temporary nature were required Lo he voted.
T'ue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said

. the Customs Estimates allogether were in-

crensed by only £3,574, as compuared with last
year's total. As the Customs vevenue in-
creuged, there must be some increase in the
oxpenditure. 'I'be total amount of salaries for
this year, under the head of # provisional and
temporary,” was decreased.

Mz. CONNOR said the expenditure msn
whole was increasing in an alarming degree,
und he hoped it was possible to make some re-
ductions in thia lnrge amount of “salaries, pro-
vigsional and temporary:”

Me. JAMES, referring to Item 96 (house
allowuance, Collector of Customs, temporary,
£100) asked how long this temporary allow-
nnce wos o go on.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the former Cellector of Customs had a honse
provided ; but as the present Collector did not
occupy if, and the house broughtin a rental of
£100 u yeur, the Government had thought it
rensonnble to hand over that rental to the
Collector - as an allowance in lien of house
accommodation.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to Item 99 (rent,
Lsperance Bay bound, £30), asked if thut itewn
was to disappear soon.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
an excallent jetty, with wuarehouse and sheds
attached, was heing built ot Espermnce Bay,
and as soou as this work was completed the
rent for a bond would cease.

Mg. MARMION, referring to Item 102
{expert, explosives brunch, £350), agked if thia
was to be & permanent office, and whut ware
the duties? :

'fuE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) eaid
the office was to be permaunent, ‘Thie officer
would have the custedy and control of ex-
plosives. 'The Government had recaived
reports thut some of the explosives stored
weore in a dangerous condition, hoth =at
Geraldton and Fremanile—he hoped they
were not so dangerous as to explode. When
the explosion occurred last Jomiary, at the
harbor werks in Fremantle, he sent itnme-
diate instructions that ‘he owners of ex-
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plosives then atored under ecare of the
Government must remove them. He hoped
that the report, then on the table, relating to
the custody and control of explosives, would
beread by hoo. members. The Government
were practically forced to get some one who
wag an expert to take the control of explosives
stored at the ports.

Me. CONNORasked what were this officer’s
qualifications.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said this officer wus recommended hy Mr.
Hake, the Chief Inspecior of Explosives in
Melbourne. The officer was n graduate of
Melbourne University, and would shortly pasa
the degree of Doctor of Science. Mr, Hake
had certified that this officer was thoroughly
competent for these duties.

Mr. MOSS was glad to hear the Govern-
ment had obtained such an officer; aud glad
also to hear the Premier’s admission that
there had not been sufficient care used in the
past for the storage of explosives in Fremantle,
Having lately asked a question in the Hounse
in reference to claims for compensation wmade
on account of damage done in Fremantle by
the explosion at the harbor works in January
lagt, and seeing that the Government had not
admitted the liability in these coses, it was
something $o find that the Premier now
admitted there had been & waunt of care in the
atorage of explosives at Fremantie.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the explosives he referred to as heing reported
to be dangerous were not the same. Those
which the hon, member referred to as having
exploded were stored for the harbor works.

Mgz, MOSS said the Government had repu-
diated liability for the damage done, yet the
Premier now admitted there hnd been a want
of care in the past, and a salary was now on
the Estimates for paying an officer to excrcise
better carein the future. He (dIr. Moss)
hoped the Government would not maintain
the position of refusing to recognise the cluing
of persons against the Government, in these
casee. If thisexpert did his duty, it would
prevent a recurrence of such danger and
damage as occurred on the 1st of January,
when the Governwment had 2 lot of dangerous
explosives stored, und nobody te look after

them,

Mr. CONNOLK said this officer would have
comparatively nothing to do, and a salary of
£350 was too wuwch. Be moved ihat the
amount of the item be cedueed by £100.

[ASSEMBI.Y.]
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Mg, ILLINGWORTH aaid this officer, to be
competent, wust be a scientific expert; other-
wise, if he did not understand chemicals, he
could not know when an explogive was in »
dangerous condition or not; therefore, if this
salary were reduced, an expert of the requisite
ability would not be obtained, und to have
one who was not sufficiently qunlified would
be like living in a fool's paradise, the fancicd
security being illusory. Only a good expert
could hit the happy mean when deterioration
in an oxplosive had gone so far as to he
dangerous, and to require that such explosive
should bedestroyed, as a necessary precantion.
When an cxplosive became unsafe, it should
be destroyed, even if it were found etored in &
Government mugnzine. That was the safe
course pursued in other colonies.

Tur PREMIER said he was not aware that
the Government had the power to do this,
under the exieting law, when such explosives
belonged to other owners.

Mgz. ILLINGWORTH said the danger was
caused by deteriorntion, and it was n question
how far the deterioration might be allowed to
go before the explosive becawe dangerous.
The expert should be comnpetent to determine
this, or he would be unseless. If cowpetent, he
would be we+h his salary, certainly.

M RANDEL. asked if the salary had been
promised and an arrangemernt made.

1eE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the arrangement, so far as he vemembered,
was that this officer should come here for =ix
months, at a salary of £350 a year, if the
arrangement continued a year. The officer
was not bound to stay longer than six months
having got six months’ leave of absence from
the Government of Victorin, granted at the
request of this Governwent. He (the Pre-
mier) did oot think this officer would remain
if the salary were reduced. This was not «
high salary for an expert competent fo deal
with explosives. DMr. Hake had advised that
if a competent expert were obtnined frowm
Ergland, no good man would come for less
than £400 or £500a year. Mr. Hake received
£800 a yenr as Taspector of Explesives in
Virtorin. Large quantities of explosives
were now heimg imported into this colony,
and it was a question how they were to be
stored—whether the Government were to
store them or whether the importers should
do so. He believed that some of the persons
who wanufactured explusives were prepared
to creet sloras hie. 1In any casz, unless
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the Government hal some expert vo advise
a8 to explosives, the importation and storage
of explosives would become too dangerous
altogether. The salary prop sed was not too
much, and he advised the committee to pass
it. The Goverpment were not bound for
more than gix months under the present
urrangement with this expert, and that
period must be nearly expired, the expert
haviag been hero some wmonths. This was
the second officer under Mr. Hake in Wel-
hourne, and the first officer having rofused
the offer, the second was induced to take it.

[27 Avoust, 1885.)

If he had not come, this Governmwent wounld,

when the recent emergency arose, bave had
to telegraph for & competent expert to be
sent out from England.

Mr. RANDELL concurred in the opinion

expressed by the Premier, and said this ex-

pert, being a professional man, who had most
likely served a long training, and having
come with the highest recommendations, the

motion for reducing the salary might wellhe

withdrawn.

Mg, R. F. SHOLL said it had becaine ahso-
lutely necessary to have a competent officer
of this description, and especially while ex-
plosives were being stored and used so largely
in connection with the harhor works at Fre-
mantle.

Me. SOLOMON gaid the GGovernment

should ha congratulated on having obtzined -

an officer who had already been 50 serviceable
to the coleny., If anaceident were fo oecur
through the want of supervision, the amount
of salary would be nothing in comparison with
the damage.

Mz. GEORGE, referring to Item 104(watch-
man, Laughing I'ave, £110), asked how long
this expense would continue, and whether the

Government were providing a magnzine for °

the storage of explosives,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that, when the explosion at the Fremantle
harbor works occurred in January last, in-

stant instructions were issned to the harbor-

master to remove all the explosives and place
them on beard u vessel, the Laughing Wave,

and instructions were also issued to build a .

magazine at Owen’s Anchoraga. This magn-
zine had now been bailt, on the most modern
pringiples ; but the vessel reforred to had been

kept in use for this purpose longer thar had

been expected. In ashort time all the ex-

plosives would be transferred from the vessel *

to the magazine.
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Motion, to reduce the salary, put and
negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Harbor and Light, £14,255:

Mgr. WOOD, referring to Item 1 {Chief
Harbormaster, £450), said this salury was
totally inadequate for the responsibilities of
the position. This officer was equivalent, in
his department, to an Under-Secretary in
other departments, and the salary ghould be
increagsed accordingly.

Tug PREMTER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
this officer had also a residence. However, he
(the Premier) waa glad to hear the hon. mem-
ber’s remarks; and Captain Russell, who was
a valuable officer and performed his important
duties very well, had not received an increase
for some time. 'The rewnrks of the hon. mem-
ber would be borne in mind.

Mg, MARMION said he would be plensed
if Captain Russell’s services were to be rve-
membersd in the way suggested. Some years
bad elapsed since this office received an in-
crense, and although a residence was now al-
lowed him, yet with the advance in the ship-
ping . lusiness at Fremantle the time had
arrived when a further increase should be
given.

Mr. RANDELL agreed that this officer’s
position was a most important one, and the
work must bave increased comsiderably, so
that an advance of salary might well be
given,

Tue PREMIKR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that what hon. mewmbers had stated in
reference to thias salary would be borme in
mind next year.

Mg. JAMES expressed his thanks for the
Chief Harbormaster having presented his
estimates with so few increases. This was an
expmple that might be commended to the
heads of other departments,

Mr. MARMION, referring to [tem 3 (pilot,
£250), said this officer was appointed in 1877,
and had thus been in the service 18 years,
hearing a very good character; yet compar-
ing his snlary with those given to pilots at
Rottnest and Alluny, this officer was entitied
to an increase. It was not so much the inade-
quacy of his salory, as the want of some ad-
vance to mark his longer services, that called
for consideration ; and an advance of £25
might well be granted. Seniority should be
recogniged by giving a little more salury, as a
rule,

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
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be was glad to take noie of what the hon.
member had said. ‘These Estimates, however,
hud not been altered by him since they were
framed by the department.

Mgz SOLOMON, referring to Lltem 5 (lead-
ing hund of boat's crew, 4120), said this
officer had heen in the service 17 years, und
was entitled to an advancu of salary.

Mg. GEQRGE, referring to [tewm 42 (light
keepar, Busselton, £40; last year, £21),
agked whether this was the same man a8 ro-
ferred to previously in Item 67. [TurPREMIER:
Yee.] Wns it to be understoed thatthis man,
besides filling the position of lunding waiter
ab £10, wus a'so to receive £40 o yeur as light
keeper, the aalary for this Intter work heing
now incrensed from £21 1o £40 ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said
this was the same man, numed Yomkins, a
water policeman.

Me. GEORGE asked whether this inan was
in receipt of any other amounta.

Tre eREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
all the particolurs were in the Blue Book.
‘This officer received £10 a year as assistant
landing waiter, £40 as light Leeper, and abou
78. a day sa o waber policeman. :

Mr. R. ¥. BHOLL said it would le con-
venient, in making up the Mstimates, for a
note of refurence to bhe placed at the bottowm
of u puge showing the various sources from
which an officer’s cioluments were received.
Many officers occupied more thun vne position,
and the tot:zl awount received
diflicult Lo trace. As to referring to the Blue
Book, the copy for last year wans not yet
iesued.

Mg. GEORGE usked why the increase was
recommended in the case of the light keepor
at Busselton., Was there an oxtra amount of
shipping at Busselton ¢

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the pay previously was considered too small.

Mg. WOOD said the increuse was well
deserved, considering the great length of the
Vasse jetty, which thisy muan had to traverse
two or three timos u day.

Mr. JAMES usked for further explunuation
of the reuwson for this iucrease. Perhaps it
waus because there were increases at Bunbury,
and the Busselton man was also thought to be
eutitled to something.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the only rewson wus that this officer must
have been underpaid before. He (the Premier)
had not had this wstter brought under his

[ASSEMBLY. |
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notice before, eibher ag tu inereases at Bunbu ry
or Husselton.

Mg, JAMES, referring to Jtems 61 aud 62
(allowance in liea of firewood, harbor-master
at Albany £10, pilot at Aibany £7), asked
why these or any oflicers should receive Hre-
wood allownnce, instead of the aumount heing
udded to the sulury, s it ought to be.

Tue 'REMIER (Hon. Bir J. Forrest) said
it was thought better to give u money allow-
ance instead of supplying the firewood.

Mg. JAMES asked why the men skould not,
on the same priociple, be supplied with cloth-
ing or buots. ‘Phe allowauce should properly
be added to the sulary.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest) said
probably all the huvbur-masters swnd pilots
got firewood allowauce.  ''hesc allowances hud
been passed before.

Mz, JAMES suid that, according to these
Estimates, £10 worlh of firewood wus required
to keep the harbor-master warm, whereas only
£7 had to do for the pilut, who might huve a
i larger family than the other man. Perhups in
Fhia case the pilot was the smaller man. ‘Uhe
fact of these allowances having been passed
before was no good reason why they sheuld
appeuar again in this form, separate from and
! additional tu the salary. Not having golfrom

the Premicr a satisfuctory explunation, he {Mr.
James) moved that [tem 61 (firewood allow-
nnee, £10) be struck out.

Mr, MARMION said the hon. wmcember
surely would not have these wmuen frozen to
death.

Motion put, dod DMr. James huving called for
o division it wus taken, with the following
result :—

AvYER
Noes

2
12

Majority against ... 10
AYES.

Mr. George

Mr. James (Tedier)

Noks.
Mr. Burt
sic ., Forrest
Me. Hassell
Mr. Hooley
Mr. Lotou
Mr. Marmion
Mr. Moss
Mr. Rapdell
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Venn
i Mr. Woad (Te/lir)

Motion negatived.

Me. JAMES, referring to lem 62 (pilot
Albuny, silowance in liem of firewood, £7),
ugain asked why this pilot should be ullowed
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only £7 for ficewood, when the harbor-waster
in the same pluce was allowed £10. Had ocne
o suller fumily ?

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
auid that, previousiy to 1893, firewvod was sup-
plied to the harbormaster und pilot, and was
pnid fur vut of # incidentuls” but » different
wirningement was then made, by which a money
allowance was given in licu of firewood.

Me. JAMES asked why the amounts were
different.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
gaid that perhaps the harbormaster bad a
arger house, or the difference might be that
he was the more important officer.

M. JAMES soid this itew should not be
separute from the salury.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the sawme objection meed not be
repeated. The Government would make o
note of it.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said that if the
Government were nat to be wood carters, the
next best course wus to make a money allow-
ance in licu of firewood, where necessary. If
the allowance were added to the sulary, the
amount would be u misrepresentation by
showing that the officer was getting an
upparent incrense of salary.

Mz, JAMES cowplained that there was
misrepresentation in the present form of the
Estimates, because nll thut 2n officer recvived
did not uppear under one heading.

Mgr. GEORGE suid the sooner theseullow-
wnces were knocked on the head the better.
All the amounts of a salary should bLe
' together under one head, o that wembers
might ses how mmuch was actually being voted
tu each officer.

Mg. RANDELL said there might be a
principle behind this that was convenientand
ugeful, and, having prevailad tor some years,
there was no evident reason why it should be
ultered. The hon, member (Mr. Jnmes), in
attucking these small allowances for fiveweod,
wos using a steam hinimer to erack o nut.

M. JAMES said his objection was to these
amounts appearing us allowances, instead of
being added to the salury in each case.

Me. RANDELL. referring to Item 7t {two
steam launch.s, vne for Fremantle and one for
Albany, £3,000), asked what wae to be the
material used, and whether it was to be
ordered from England; also what was to be
the tonnage of each bout, the speed, and the
intended wse; especinlly the one for Albany.

[27 Avauer, 1895.]
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Tue PREMIER {Hon. Sic J. Forreat) snid
the intention was to iwmport steam liunches
for the use of the pilots. For instance, at
Albany the oar-boat was found altogether
inadequate for the necessities of that harbor,
as the pilota could not go much distance to a
ship in that kind of boat against u strong sea,
the pulling being sc luborions and the
time long.  The Chief Harborwuater ab Fre-
mantle hud been urging on the Governent the
necessity of huving a steam launch for the
pilot service, and the same was the case at
Albuny, The Government thought the time
had arvived when steam launches shounid be
obtained fur the purpose of the Harbor-
waster and the Customs ofticers at these
porta. The Harbormaster had stated thut a
steatn luunch would not only serve for his
work, but be availabie also ier the Customs,
when reguired. It seemed alwost beyond
belief thau in this colony the Government had
no stéam launch for either of these purposes,
whereaa they were considered indispensable
in the important harbors of other colonies,
How these Inunches were tu be obtained
was another question. 'The machinery might
be imported, and the hull be built here,
or the cowmplete construction might he
imported from Englund, 'The Chief Harbor-
master recomwended that two good launches
could be obtained, fit for the scervice, for
£3,000 ; uod he (the Premier) would strongly
urge the committe to pass this item, The
present method wus very inadequate, for in
rough weather o boat propeiled with ours
could scarcely go beyond Ghe entrance of thy
harbor at Albuny to bosrd u steamer or ship;
and surely, with so many ships coming to this
colony now, some better provision should be
made.

Mr. RANDELL trusted that the Huarbou-
master would recommend the purchase ov
conrtruction of a proper boat und not u toy.
While they were about it they should get
proper vesse! and not vue thuy would be of
pe use, tor the were sake of saving u few
hundred pounds.

Me. WOOD ugreed with the necessity for
the steam launches, but regarded tho amount
proposed to be voted s altogether too small.
''o be of use the amount should be increused.

Me. HASSELL supported the prupusition of
the hon. wember for West Perth, £1,500
was too sipall an amount for a bLoub fur ¥re.
mantls. These Louts were very nevessury,
pot only at Fremautle, Lat ulso ut Allany.
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Mr, MARMION understood $he Colo-

nial Secretary to state tbat bhese launches |

would be required, becanse the boats in vse at
present were unable to face any rough
weather in King George’s Sound. The same
thing would apply to Fremantle.
was, however, thnt it would be absolutely
impossible to use steam luunches in rough
weather. They wonld immediately be
swamped. It would le uecessary to havea
deck boot which would cost as much as was
placed on the Estimates for the twobonts. If
it was intended that the Harbormaster should
have the use of a hoat as well as the pilots,
ong boat would not be sufficient for Fremantle,
and two separate bouts would Dbe ncecssary.
I'be anme necessity did not arise nt Albany, for
the renson that the circumstances were differ-
cnt. Steam launches of the type suggested
wonld be very useful in fine weather, but the
veeaels required for the pilots, at any rate,
should he snitable for all weathers.

Tue PREMIER intimated that the advice
of Captain Russell wounld be followed, and care
would be taken to secure boats of a thoroughly
satisfactory description.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL did not helieve 8 boat
wus required so wuch for ithe Customs as it
wasg for Lhe Pilot service. There was no hurry
for Cuatoms officers to get on board a vessel

[ASSEMBLY.)
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‘What was the costly toy used for now? Her
engines were valuable and should be utilised. -
What work was it doing and when would it

! hein Perth ?

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hom. 8.
Burt) replied that the vessel was doing what-
ever work was pecessary and would bebrought
to Perth whenever it was rvequisite. The
engines would be too emall to be moved into
a pilot bout.

M. SIMPSON was dissatisfied with the
answer. The only work of the toy had ever
done to his knowledge wae when it nearly put
wn end to the . inistry. He had heard it de-

" ¢lared that the hardest work the vessel did

at Fremantle, but that was not the case *

of the pilot. Steam vessels were un-
doubtedly what were required. He joined in
the hope that the Government would have the
boat builtin the colony, even if the engines
were imported.

Me. GEORGE enquired if any provisi:n had
been made For a crew.

Tue PREMIER (Hon 8ir J. Forrest) had
made no such provigion, for the reason that
the boats were hardly likely to De available
for twelve wonths.

Mr. JAMES expresseda hope thatthe Govern-
ment would have these boats built in the
colony. The engines could be imported from
England if it was neeessary and if the en-
gineering establishment of the hon. member
for the Murray was not vapable of manufuct-
uring them, Other boats built here had heen
gnecessful, the only trouble in connection with
them being the imported engines. There waa
no reasen why the Goveroment should go out
of the colony to have these boats built.

Mg, SIMPSON would like to be informed
what had become of abother Government
vesse] purchased sometime ago at a high price.

+ a salavy

was in keeping at anchor.

Item agreed to.

Gas repairs, cte., of Jetty Lamps, £230.

Mx, GEORGE eayuired whether there was
anything in this vote for the snme gentleman
included in various other votes for work at
Bussolton.

Tue CHatrmarw ruled that the guestion
wag rot relevant. There wus nothing in the
item about any particulur individual.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The Min-
istry is not hound to answer these questions.

1tem ngreed to.

Vote agreed to.

Government Stoves, £4,345.

Item, foreman, £170.

Mgr. RANDELL noticed that this salury had
been increased by £30a year, and the Com-
wmittee should be informed of some of the
rcasons for the increase from £87 16s. 8d. paid
last year to £170 tor the year now running.

Trg PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) ex-
plained that the duties of this official were re-
spousibleand thathe had the full control of the
fuel supply. Hesuperintended the conl required
for all parts of the colony and the storekeeper
hnd recommended him for the increase. This
department had charge of all stores including
those of the Railway Department.

[tem agreed to.

Store clerk, Fremantle Prison, £25.

Mg. GEORGE asked if the Governwent
expected o man to exist on this wage.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied in the negative. ‘This officer was also
a most exemplary official in the gaol depart-
ment, but he did a good deal of work for the
Government Storekeeper outside his regular
dutics and two or three years age this addi-
tional provision was made. This official reccived
of .£225 as clerk and record
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keeper, and the ndditional £25 as assistant
to the Government Storekeeper, making his
salary £250 in ell. Strong representations
had been made for an increase in this salary,
but the Government had postponed the matter
8o far as this year was concerned.

Me. GEORGE would not have objected to
the salary being £250. What he protested
against was the manner in which the Estimates
were prepared, and the difficuity to find out
exactly what any official was obtaining
altogether. The principle was a bad one, and
the committee could not have the proper in-
formation to proceed upon.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest}
had mnot had the time or the clerical
ussistance to prepare & list of every
official and his duties, This case was among
the few oxceptions where one oficialheld more
than one office. There were few cases, indeed,
where this oecurred. In this particular case
the clerk was heing paid for work dome out-
side of his own duties in the gaol, although
tha work was dorne in the gaol itself.

Me. GEORGE thought if there were very
few cnses it would be all the easier for the
Ministry to follow the New Zealand style, and
state in esch item what other offices any
porticular officials held.

The PREMIER intimated that he would
endeavor fo have this done on a future
occasion, '

Mz. R. F. SHOLL regarded the Estimates aa
being placed before the committee for the in-
formution of hon. members, and if the infor-
mation was incorrect or incomplete, it would
be impossible to ascertain the meaning of the
Estimates. 'Chere was t00 miuch of the system
wherehy ewolwments wete drawn by one
officer from several branches of the service.
The necessary information conld be embodied
in the Estimates without much trouble.

Mgr. LOTON confessed that it had seemed
to him a little strange that a mon in the
Gaol Department should receive £25 for work
done in connection with the Government
Storekeeper, but he now understood ‘that all
the work was dome in the Gaol Department,
He supposed that the salary in the Gaol De.
partment was not sufficient, and conld hardly
be raised, and that the Government had
adopted this as an easy way to increase hie
incolne,

Tue PREMIER pointed oun{ that certain
efficers had been yiven more than one office,
and appeared on the Estimates several times,

(27 AgousT, 1895.]
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but their positions were easily ascertained if
members wonld take the trouble and enquire,
or else look at the Estimates themselves. They
were very clear.

Ttem agreed to.

Vote agreed to,

Eeclesinstical Grant, £1771 10s, 1d.

Mu. RANDELL suggested tbat progress
shonld e reported at this stuge. There were
one or two would like to speak on this subject
for the last time, and echo the last words on
the Education Question before it was baried
in oblivian.

Tye PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest)
pressed the Committee to go on. 'The House
would have the Rill in a duy or two, und
there was no necessity for discussion on the
subjectnow. Memberscould discuss the Bill
itself very shortly.

Vote agreed to.

Literary, Scientific aud Agricultural Grunls,
£3,750.

Ttem — Agricultural
Societies, £1,200.

Mz, GEORGE enquired whether these
grants were wade on any purticlnar system.
He thought the Government contribution
should be on the basis of a socleties’ revenue.

Tur PREMTER (Hon, 8ir J. Forrest) replied
there was no particulur system beyond the fact
that the Government regulated the amount to
each society nccording to its importunce and
work. ‘Ihe amounts varied trom £35 to &£50,
and the list was published in the Government
Gazette.  If hon. members wanted the parti-
culars in wnother way, they could bave it by
calling for a veturn.

Mz, WOOD would like to be informed
whether tliz ilew included an  increased
amount to the Dog and Foultry Society.

Tas PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) did
not know that they were anxious to dea very
grent deal to bring more dogs inte the place,
but the breeding of poultry was a valuable
thiug to'encourage and the centribution had
l:een raised, he believed, from £35to £50.

Ttem agreed to.

Perth Mugeum, £2,000.

Me. R, F. SHOLL enquired hew this awount
wos to be expended.

Tre PREMIER. (Hon. SirJ, Forrest) re-
plied that it would be handed over to the com-

and Horticultural

| mittee to be expended in the interests of the
i country by completing the fittings of the

Muszeum, the purchase of speeimens, und gen-
erally making it a successful Museum.
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Bareau of Agrienlture, £4,100.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL noticed that the
wites for the Burean had sprung from £2,600
Jast yeur to £4,100 for the present ome.
one was readier to admit that the Burean was
doing excelleat work than he was. The in-
crease here, however, was o large one, and it
was right that Parlinment should have more
in‘ormmation both us Lo the revenue of the
Bureau ns well aa the expenditure.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. ~ir J. Forrest)
thought the Bureau had oo vecuipts other

[ASSEMBLY.]
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. ter for the committes to be composed of gen-

than the amount from the Government. The

expenditure was all ghown.

Mr. . F. SHOLL believed there must be
other receipts.  I'he paper of the Bureau con-
tained advertisements, and these had to be
paid for, and u valuable Look had becn issned
which also eontained advertisements. Every-
thing should be shown. He thought also that
the work of the Bureau wounld not be regarded
with so nmch suspicion if the Press were
adiitted to the meetings.

YHe PREMIGE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : There
is no suspicion now.

Me. K. ¥. SHOLL was opposed to nny of
these bourds or sogieties carrvying out their
Luginess in secret, for secrecy was the cause of
suspicion. It hud been stated there was a
proposal to purchuse land for the Bureau.
I'here wns nothing on the Estimuates, nnd if
there was uny truth in the rmmor, he hoped
the l'rewier would place the matter on the
Kalimates, so that it could Le discussed.

Tur PREMIER (Jon. SwJ. Forrest) in-
timuted thut neither the Government or the
Burcau g¢ould pgo outside of the vote, nor
intended to.

Mz. R. F. BHOLL conzidered the work of
the Buresu would be received with more con-
fidence if more detuils werc given of the
expenditurve.

Me. LEAKE would like the Prewier to
inform the committee whether it was intended
toin an any way alier the personnel of the

board, or rather the comwittee of the Bureau. -

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): We
know pothing about that, The Government
has nothing to do with the procecdings of the
Bureau.

Mr. LEAKE asked the guestion because
there was a steong feeling ir favor of less
Parlinmentary representation on the Bureun,
and he would like an expression of opinion
from the Governmeut on the point. Personally
be did not think it right fer a DMibister
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of the Crown to be on this committee. He
did not desire in the slightest degree to be
persounnl, and wns convinced that so far as
the committee itself was concerned, it was
composed of practical agriculturists, who were
entitled to and obtained the respect of all the
Tt would, at the semne time, Lo bet-

tleni/n who could not afterwards be asked to
take part in the voting of money fo the
Bonrd, or to criticise its actions.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) did
not helieve there was any feeling agninst
either Ministers of the Crown ovr mewbers of
Parliament being on the committee of the
Burean. The Minister for Lands was a member
of the Committee before he joined the Go-
vernment. So far as the husiness of the
Buteau was concerned it was all done iz a
formal manner between the secratary and his

(the DYremicr's) department. Instend of
heing an objection, the presemce  of
the Minister both at the Burean and

with the Government was a great advant-
age. The gentleman who managed this
Buresu were entitled o the wurmest thanks
of the House and the country, 1t was difticult
to get practical men with sufficient time to
take up these duties, and who were prepared
to give np that time without any fec or reward
whatever. ‘The object of the Burcau was to
foster the agricultural interests of the colony,
and this duty was heing carried out so
thorougiﬂy and so satisfactorily thak no one
should cavil at uny of its expenditure. The
Burean was, as yet, in its infancy, but it had
done most valuuble work, and the monoy given
to it had been wisely expended, with the best
of results. ‘l'he presence of wembers of this
Bureaa in the House, or the Ministry, was not
adverse to either the interests of the country
or of the Bureau. The least that gcould be
done, after the excellent way in which the
Bureau was doing its work, would he to pass
the vote without question. It was not proper
for memnbers to suggest that the procecdings
of the Bureau had at any time been regarded
with euspicion, and as to any details of the
expenditure, he had no doubt they would
always be ready to give this. Mention had
heen mads of rveceipts from uadvertising, and
a8 to thig, it wos only right to say that the

* amonnt had been tendered to the Treasury,

but refused, on the ground that it could nos
form part of the revenue of the conntry, and
should be used for the purposes of the bureau.
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I the Government accepted the income of u | Burewu by half.

newspaper, Lhicy would probably be responsible
for any sentiments contained in that jonronl,
and that would not be advisable. Apart from
that, it appeared to him that the Bareau had
more right to the money than the Guverpment
had. The dnty of the Government wus to find
the funds for the Bureaw, and not to cavil at
the expenditure while the Burean was doivg
the excelient work every hon. member ndmitted
to be the case at present.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL was quite of the same
opinion as to the excellent work donme by the
Burean, buf that did not alter his opinion as to
the necessity for complete details Leing given
It was the duty of the House to check the
expenditure of the Bureau.

M=r. CLARKSON quite .agreed with what
had fallen from the Premier on thiz question.
There was no renson whatever why the
Minister for Lands should be precluded from
holding a scat on the committee of the
Bureau, hut every reason why he should hold
the two positions. The Burean was doing
splendid work, and should be encouraged,
and the country was to be congratulated
on securing the services of those who com-
posed it.

Mr. HASSELL said he had no doubt the
Bureaun was of great advantage to the agricul-
tnrnl community, but personally he agreed
with the hon. member for Albany that it was
not & good thing for members of the Ministry
te be on the committee of the Bureau, or for
there to be too much parliamentary influenece
on the Board.

Mr. JAMES wished to say that the Premier
wisunderstoed the feeling of the House when
he thought there waus a single hon. member
mclined to quibble at the expenditure of the
Burean. The people of the country were most
grateful for the wotk good done Ly this body,
and it could not be over estimated. Personuly
be did not think there was any reason to suppose
that the fact of members of the House being
wembers of the Bureau also, was going to
interfere with their independence in either
place. The advaniages of such & conneclion
were very clear, and greater good was bound
to follow acondition of afaivs where the Burean
was brought info direct sympathy with the
wishes of Purlinment. 1he mewrbers of the
Board who were also members of the Heuse,
were Rwonust the best and alilest members of
the latter, and if taken away from the former
would mean to reduce the atrength of the
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tle woull lke to sen even
more imembers on the Hurcan, amdd the Minister
of Landa an er-officic mewmber hy vivtue of his
office. :

Me. HARPER, as Chairman of the Burenu,
was prepared to explain what the hon. mem-
ber for Guscoyne had regarded ns suspicious
circumstances. The Colonial Treasurer had
alrendy informed the, Commiitee that the
revenue from advertising hnd been tendered
to the Treasury but refused, and the Burean
had thereupon determined to Iny this umount
out in directions where it would L:e useful, nnd
an expenditora which would nol have been
passed Ly the Auditor-Genernl as coming
within the Estimates, There was n good denl
of the work to bo done in vuvious ways not
provided on the Estimates, but the figures and
detuils could he produced, and he hardly
thought there would be much astonishment or
suspicion, at the expenditure when it was
exumined,

Mg R. F. SHOLL had no suspicivn that the
money voted to the Burean was pocketed Ly
any member of it, but the whole of the
the receipts, even if only fur three half-pence,
should be ghown,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson} thanked hon. membera
for the kindly manner in which the Board and
its work hud been criticised. When he was ap-
pointed Minister for Lands he weighed the
pusition most carefully nnd came to the coa-
clusion that his duty lay in continuing the
two offices for the reason that by so doing he
counld better advance the intercsts of agrienl-
ture, and better serve the interests of the
country. The only objeet for the existence of
the Burean was to promote the intovests of
agriculture and settle people on the lands of
the colony, and the whole of the money voted
by Parliament wus devoted to thisend, There
cnuld be co sinister designs in the we rk of the
Board. Ttsobjucts were of n practical nuture,
and woresteadily keptin view, A short time ngo
there were five members of Parlinment in the
Bareau, and to-day there were only three. [t
was to the ndvauntage of ail parties, that thess
should continue in their positions.

MR. LOTON conld not ntlow the debate to
close without expressing his opinion that the
formation of this Burenu had Leen one of the
very best works ever undertaken by the Go.
vernment. Every gentleman connected with
it was distinctly intereated in the advance of
agriculture. The work of this Barcau should
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be viewed with wuch gratitude. The members
did not work in their personal interests but in
the inferasts of the whole colony. At the sumc
time it was the duty of the Government und
of Parliament to watch most carefully the
manner in which the funds placed at the dis-
posal of the Bureau were expended. 1t wus
requisite that they he supplied with the full.
est details as to the expenditure. The Bureuu
was really o new department. It had only
recently been created, but had alrendy done
excellent work, and such work as could not be
done withont the expenditure of money. There
ware several additions to the Estimotes and
that made it all the more necessary why full
details of the expenditure should he given.
Between the itemns for o vitienltural expert, in-
spectors, lecturers, &c., there was a large expen-
diture, and it was not a swall motter the Com-
mittee had to deal with, The viticulture expert
was doing the proper work of an expert, and
the whole efforts of the Dboard were bearing
good fruit. He did not intend to cavil at any
itema of expenditure, but still thowght the
fullest details should be given. He koew of
instances where large sums were expended
when %o his mind a lesser sum would have
done, and it was bezause of the possibility of
snch instances as this occurring, the Housc
ghould have every opportunity to cheek the
expenditure.

Mz. fFARPER waa very glad attention had
been called to the Ttem * Inspectors, lectur-
ers, veterinary suvgeons, &e., £1,000,” for it
would enabls him to explain. 'U'he Imsect
Pests’ Act had come into force, and its provi-
sions could not be carvied out without inspectors
and other expenditure. It was like the Scab
Actn its operations ; neither of these Acts
could be properly administered without the
oxpenditare of money. This being the first
year it was impossible to state the actual cost,
and no further details could be given. Ithad
been thought Lest to place this amount on the
Estimates to administer this particular law,
With regurd to the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for the Swan, he could only say that he
would bring the matter before the Board so
that fuller details could be given. So far, the
expenditure by the Board had been uttended
with the most beneficial results, and that was
the whele aim of the Burean.

Me. GEORGE would like to direct the
attention of the committee to the fact that the
Burcau did not seem to be fairly treated by
the Government, according %o their own
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Public Health Rill.

report. He poticed the report stated—* The
“ Barean would also point out that weeds are
“ permitted to grow upparent!y unchecked on
“1he banks of the railway lines, and are &
" econtinual source of danger to those holding
*land in the vicinity, The Bureau mudo
“ representatione tothe Hon. the Commissioner
“ of Rnilways, but so far without tangible
“ result.”

THE CHAIRMAN : That ia not relevant to the
question before the Chair.

Mg. R. F. SHOLI. was surprised that in
thig item there wus included a fee of £40 for
the Government Veterinary Surgeon, who was
already receiving a handsome retuining fee of
£300,

Me. HARPER explained that at first the
Bureau was under the ielief that they had the
right to the services of the veterinary surgeon,
but it was informed that the work of the
Government did not mean the work of the
Burenn ns well. T'he veterinary surgeon was
alse compelled to +write treatises for the
journal cu all subjects submitted to hiwm.
Provision was made for a probably larger ex-
penditure in the direction of veterinury work,
It was intended to make a wost thorongh
exanination into all the poison plants of the
colony, with their cheamical properties, and it
was possible that, to enuble this to be done, it
would be necessary to secure the services of
other velerinary surgeons in different parts
of the colony.

Progross reporte.i.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1838 AMENDMENT
BILJ..

Introduced by Mr. Traylen, and read a
first time.

ADJOUKNMENT.
The House, ut 11,10 p.m., adjourned until
4.30 p.m. on the following day.




